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Children at Home 


The Thank-You Gift 


Founded on fact 
-By Amelia O. Stott 


66 OU say you have lost a little four- 

year-old boy? Well, there are 
countless numbers of such around here 
at this fair, so how could I notice any 
one in particular? I’m busy on point 


duty, so you better go to the police « 


station and tell them.” 

The Burmese policeman turned away 
and the two distressed little girls were 
left to go rushing about searching for 
their little lost brother. It was the big- 
gest fair of the year in Mandalay, and 
their mother, a poor widow, had very 
reluctantly let them go and take their 
little brother with them. She had to go 
out to work and the children sco seldom 
had any pleasure that she could not re- 
fuse their eager pleading. 

“Oh, do stop crying, Myeema [Little 
Sister],” said the elder sister, Ba-Shee. 
“It won’t help us to find Maung-Tin. 
He must have wandered away when we 
were looking at the jewelry stalls.” 

“Maung-Tin, Maung-Tin, where are 
you?” shouted Myeema, between her 
sobs. 

But, alas, their search was all in vain 
in the midst of those milling crowds. 

“Oh, if only the great Lord Buddha 
will help us to find Maung-Tin, I'll sell 
my jewel comb that Granny gave me 
before she died. I'll buy a little bell 


and take it to the Golden Pagoda 
Temple as a ‘thank-you’ gift,” said 
Myeema. 


But the search went on. It was be- 
ginning to get dark when the weary, 
distressed little girls suddenly noticed a 
very tall, young woman battling her 
way through the crowds. On her back 
was a small boy. With a frantic cry of 
“Maung-Tin! Maung-Tin!” the. little 
girls rushed toward them, fighting their 
way through the crowds. At last they 
reached him and he was in their arms 
being hugged and held close, while they 
cried for joy. The young woman stood 
looking on, and Ba-Shee was struck by 
her kind, smiling face. “Oh, where did 
you find our little brother?” We are in- 
deed grateful to you for bringing him 
here. We were in sad trouble because 
of losing him.” - ' 

“Truly so,” said the sweet-faced young 
woman. “Indeed, I am thankful I found 
him. He had wandered to where we 
live beside the Jesus church in East 
Pagoda Lane. My name is Ma-Tong 
and I am the eldest daughter of the 
pastor there. I heard a little boy crying 
bitterly outside our gate and when I 
went to see who it was I found him 
fallen down, quite exhausted. The poor 
little fellow was so frightened! But I 
managed to comfort him, and a neigh- 
bor coming along told me of you two 
little girls who were asking people if 
they had seen your little lost brother. 
The little boy kept on crying for ‘Ma- 
Ma’ and ‘Ba-Shee,’ so after awhile I 
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persuaded him to let me carry him 
whilé we came to look for you.” 

“Oh, how thankful I am you found 
us!” said Ba-Shee. “Truly, with all 
these crowds ‘about, it is a great won- 
der.” 

“That is so,” said Ma-Tong gently, 
“but you see all the time I was praying 
to my God in Heaven, and He. heard 
and helped me or else I am sure I never 
could have found you. I asked Him to 
guide my every step. 

“Now if you will tell me where you 
live, I will go with you and help you to 
carry him; for, see, he is already asleep, 
and you both look very tired.” 

So they went together with this kind 
friend who was so ready to help them. 
On the way to where they lived Ma- 
Tong spoke gravely to Ba-Shee. “You 
know your little brother has a very bad 
sore on his leg as well as another dis- 
colored spot. I am a nurse at the 
Hospital of Healing Love, and as I fear 
it is very serious, I am wondering what 
your mother is doing about it.” 

“My mother is very troubled about it. 
Often we go hungry because she must 
give so much money to the Temple, but, 
alas, the Lord Buddha will not yet hear 
her prayer, because she has not given 
enough. A_ neighbor .told her she 
thought Maung-Tin had the dreadful 
disease of leprosy, so she will not go 
to a doctor, she is so afraid they might 
take him away from her.” 

.Ma-Tong smiled, “I do not think it is 
very bad, as yet, and he would very 
likely not have to leave home at all. 
The good doctor I know will give him 
wonderful medicine to take, and it 
should check the trouble before very 
long. You see, I had the same disease 
myself, but now I am altogether cured. 
As you are nearly home, I must leave 
you, but please tell your mother I will 
come tomorrow to see her, and I feel 
sure I can help. We should, however, do 
something about it very quickly.” 

Soon the little girls were telling their 
mother everything, especially about Ma- 
Tong, their new friend, and how anxious 
she was about Maung-Tin’s illness. “I 
will never, never let him go anywhere,” 
said his mother firmly, 
be cured by taking the medicine at 
home I shall indeed be thankful.” 

Next day, Ma-Tong arrived, and after 
much talk together she persuaded the 
mother to take him to the hospital. She 
went with them and assured them there 
was nothing to fear. 

“The doctor,” she said, “is everybody’s 
good friend, he is so kind and clever. 


He will never urge you against your — 


will to agree to anything, even though 
it is the one and only thing that can be 
done to cure the trouble. I expect, how- 
ever, that you know what suffering 
leprosy can mean to those who have it.” 

The poor mother did know for some 
of her relatives had suffered with the 
disease. 

So they went to the hospital and 


“Maung-Tin was given the pills to take at 


home, and was regularly checked until 

an improvement was seen and eventu- 

ally a cure was brought about. 
Oh, how happy they all were! 


Their 


“but, if he can . 
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hearts overflowed with thankfulness! 
“I’m going to sell my jewel comb now,” 
said Myeema. “I do so want to give 
Jesus a thank-you gift.” 

Ma-Tong, who was by now the great- 
est friend to them all, replied with a 
smile at the little girl’s eagerness. “But, 
Myeema, there is something Jesus wants 
from you much more than your jewel 
comb. Do you remember what I told 
you last Worship Day at our children’s 
service?” ; 

“Oh, yes, Big Sister, you said the Lord 
Jesus had died for us, each one, and 
wanted us to give Him our hearts and 
to love and serve Him always.” 

“Well, then, Myeema, that is what He 
most wants right now.” 

“Then I’ll give Him my heart first,” 
said the little girl, “and my precious 
jewel comb next.” 

And she did, for there was a collec-: 
tion made in the, little church for 4 
much-needed bell to call people to 
worship, and Myeema joyfully added 
her gift. 

WorrHinc, Sussex, ENG. 
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Lesson for November 1 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—The Fellowship of Believers. 
Acts 4:32 to 5:16. 


Children—The Thank-You Gift. 
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“Ho, Every One That Thirsteth” 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation” (Isa. 12:3). 
O, EVERYONE that thirsteth come, 
H and all 
The faint, the weary-hearted, come 
and take. ; 
However great thy need, however small, 
The waters of the world can never 
slake 
The thirst that rises from the famished 
soul. 
Thy God, alone, can heal the drought 
that sears 
The barren life, when sin has taken toll 
And left no garner save the wasted 
years. 


From wells, provided by the God of 


grace, 
Stoop down and draw, O thirsty one, 
and see 
Reflected in each drop His mirrored 
face. 
The water that the Saviour gives will 
be 
In thee a well of water springing up: 
Eternal life, the overflowing cup. 
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Eightfold Comfort 


“Blessed be the Lord, who daily 
loadeth us with benefits, even the God 
of our salvation,” said the Psalmist 
(68:19). This is true even though we 
May not always be conscious of it. A 
load of blessings is evident in -one verse 
in the Psalms: “The Lord is my rock, 
and my fortress, and my deliverer; my 
God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
My buckler,. and the horn of my salva- 
tion, and my high tower” (18:2). By 





the figure of speech called metaphor the 
Lord is declared to be eight things to us, 
and the number eight in. Scripture 
“denotes resurrection, regeneration; a 
new beginning or commencement. ° The 
eighth is a new first. Hence the octave 
im music, color, days of the week, etc. 
It is the number which has to do with 
the Lord, who rose‘on the eighth, or new 
‘first day’” (Companion Bible, Appen- 
dix 10). There is enough here to bring 
comfort to us under all circumstances. 


“If we are conscious of our vacillating, 


unstable character, then He is our rock 
and fortress, which indicate stability 
and remind us that He is immovable. 
He is our high tower, and this is the 
meaning of the word “refuge” (A.S.V. 
margin) in that glorious assurance, “The 
Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Ja- 
cob is our refuge” (Psa. 46:7). One who 
is in a high tower has peace, protection, 
and perspective, and the believer finds 
all of these in God. If we feel ourselves 
particularly harassed by the Devil, then 
He is our deliverer and buckler, or large 
shield covering the body. When we are 
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borne down by a sense of weakness, 
then He is our strength. Our weakness 
is no hindrance to Him, provided it is 
surrendered to Him. The Lord said to 
Paul, “My grace is sufficient for thee: 

for my strength is made’ perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). So, as we 

cast ourselves upon Him ‘in our weak- 

ness in utter surrender and trust, He 

will pour His strength into our souls. 

Then He is our salvation, which sums 

up all the other attributes here men- 

tioned. Moses named some of these 

very things in his triumphant song after 

the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, 

saying, “The Lord is my strength and 

song, and he is become my salvation. 

...” (Exod. 15:2). In the midst of his 

suffering Job declared, “He also shall be 

my salvation” (13:16). Considering the . 
failure of crops and cattle, Habakkuk 

said, “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 

will joy in the God of my salvation” 

(3:18). Finally, He is our God, the 

creator of Heaven and earth, the sover- 

eign ruler of the universe, the Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who has conde- 

scended to love us, save us, and care for 

us. So, if we have been depressed and 

discouraged, almost in despair, here in 

this one verse, with its eight reminders 

of what God is to us, is a new beginning 

for us, a kind of resurrection day. Let 

us mount by faith into this high tower, 

and find again the peace that passeth 

understanding, protection, and the right 

perspective. 
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The Middle Mile 


By Vance Havner 


HERE is an interesting postscript 

to the account of the healing of the 

lame man as recorded in Acts. We 
are told that “the man -was above forty 
years old, on whom this miracle of heal- 
ing was shewed” (Acts 4:22). There is 
more than passing significance in this 
statement. When anything extraordi- 
nary happens to anybody over forty, it 
is worth an extra verse! 

Most people get in a rut by forty; they 
rust in the groove. Life may begin at 
forty ... it did in this case... buta 
great many other things begin then. In 


the Christian life, rigor mortis often sets ~ 


in! It is an age of youth movements. 
The accent is on youth. Churches want 
young pastors and, if they don’t get one, 
Henry Hallam Tweedy says they are 
likely to lament, like the elder son in 
the parable of the prodigal, “Thou never 
gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends” (Luke 15:29). 


The first half of life we are romantic. 


| 


‘The second half finds us rheumatic—al- 
though not a few in the rheumatic 
stage have been known to turn romantic 
and lose all their rheumatism!. Anyway 
the psychology of the thing is against a 
new start, so the forty-year-olds sit tight 
at church and let youth walk the aisles. 
They are settled on their lees and ex- 
ceedingly hard to empty from vessel to 
vessel. Check any audience on how 
many were converted before twenty 
and you will readily see what we mean. 

The middle mile, not the start or the 
finish, is the hardest part of the journey. 
The middle mile, when the first flush of 
enthusiasm has died and the joy of 
journey’s end has not yet come, when 
the sunrise glow has disappeared and 
the sunset does not yet flush the western 
sky—that is the test of the traveler. I 
used to work in the fields when I grew 
up on the farm. .In the morning I was 
fresh from the night’s rest and full of 
zest, the natural exuberance of youth. 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“I being in the way, the Lord led 
me” (Gen. 24:27). 











When the day was done I was tired, 
but,spurred by the prospect of getting 
to a good supper and bed. But the 
middle of the day when both early 
morning and evening were far away, 
that was the toughest part of the task. 
I needed no expositor to explain the 
meaning of “the burden and heat of the 
day” (Matt. 20:12). 

Youth and age have their compensa- 
tions but my heart goes out to the 
middle-agers. Someone has said, 
“Youth has fire without light and age 
has light without fire.” But we should 
not leave all the fire to youth or the 
light to age but, combining both, let our 
light glow all the better for the Lord. 

We hear much of youth revivals, but 
actually true revival is for all ages. 
The Prophet Joel was a revivalist and 
he called all ages to repentance: 
“Gather the people, sanctify the congre- 
gation, assemble the elders, gather the 
children, and those that suck the 
breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of 
his chamber, and the bride out of her 
closet. Let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, weep between the porch and 
the altar, and let them say, Spare thy 
people, O Lord, and give not thine herit- 
age to reproach, that the heathen should 
rule over them: wherefore should they 
say among the people, Where is their 
God?” (Joel 2:16, 17.) You will observe 
that the middle-agers as well as the 
elders get in on this. And they also 
share in the blessings that follow: “And 
it shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see vi- 
sions: and also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I 
pour out my spirit”. (2:28, 29): If all 
ages repent, all ages shall rejoice! 

God has not committed His program 
to any age group. We need youth in the 
church to keep. it from going too slow 
and age to keep it from going too 
fast. And forty-year-olds need as much 
as anybody. Sometimes they are the 
greatest hindrance to revival. We talk 
much about juvenile delinquency, but 
the age of baldness, bifocals, bridges, 
bulges, and bunions is not without its 
sinners. Middle-agers are as capable of 
devilment.as youth. All need to repent 
and confess and put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and make not provision for the 
flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof. There is 
a “destruction that wasteth at noonday.” 

There are many reasons why middle- 
agers should be’ first at the mourner’s 
bench. Theirs is the responsibility of 
example. They have been on the road 
longer. They ought to make the best 
witnesses but, alas, that is not always 
the case. The best soul-winners are 
often, brand-new Christians. Middle- 
agers often leave their first love and 
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lose the joy of salvation and instead of 
being the best examples they are often 
the worst. 

Theirs is the responsibility of home. 
God expects parents to bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord and sets a high standard for 
fathers and mothers. They have a 
solemn charge to keep. 

Theirs is the responsibility of money. 
Young people do not usually have much 
money, although they have more than 
they used to have and some have too 
much. _Most of the money is in the 
hands of the middle-agers and God 
calls not for its denial or deification but 
for its dedication. 

Theirs is the responsibility of time. 
They do not have as much of it as they 
once had and, as with money, the less 
we have the more carefully we ought to 
spend it. It is running out on us. We 
used to say, “When I am twenty, when 
I am thirty, when I am forty ... ,” but 
now there aren’t many if any more dec- 
ades to count upon. We had. better 
buy up every opportunity for not only 
are the days evil but our days are few. 

Paul’s ambition was that he might 
finish his course with joy (Acts 20:24). 
We are never safe, so far as our testi- 
mony and example are concerned, until 
we get home. Many have started glori- 
ously, have run well, only to finish 
miserably within sight of the goal. 
What a fool a man can be after forty! 
Moses did well in his early years, but 
after forty he spake unadvisedly with 
his lips. David, the shepherd boy, cut a 
better figure than David on the house 
roof coveting another man’s wife. Gid- 
eon wrought mightily at the outset of 
his leadership, but failed later in the 
matter of the ephod. Asa relied on 
God in earlier emergencies, but came to 
the day when he relied on the arm of 
flesh. Of Uzziah we read, “He was 
marvellously helped, till he was strong. 
But when he was strong, his heart was 
lifted up to his destruction” (2 Chron. 

26: 15, 16). 

Paul’s ambition was realized. He 
fought a good fight, finished the course, 
kept the faith. His batting average was 
good to the end of the season. He sur- 
vived the perils of the middle mile. 
And so may we. One great saint is 
said to have prayed, “Lord, keep me 
from being a wicked old man!” Middle- 
agers as well as young people need to 
keep the body under lest they be cast- 
aways. We may well pray with the 
Psalmist: “Now also when I am old and 
greyheaded, O God, forsake me not; 
until I have ‘shewed thy strength unto 
this generation, and thy power to every 
one that is to come” (Psa. 71:18). 

It is possible to mount up with wings 
as eagles in youth, run and not be weary 
when grown, and then fail in later years 
to walk without fainting. 

I have seen the thorn frown rudely all the 

winter long 

And after bear the rose upon its top; 

And bark, that all the way across the sea 
Ran straight ne perish at the last 
Even in the haven’s mouth. 

‘ There is a solemn responsibility upon 
uS middle-agers to see to it that we sink 
not into complacency and lose our re- 
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3 
ward. A minister said to a fellow 
preacher on Monday morning, “I'll ven. 
ture you can’t guess my text of yester. 
day. I preached to older people.” Hig 
friend suggested, “At evening time i 
shall be light” (Zech. 14:7); “The hoary 

(Continued on page 796) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Reincarnation 


Kindly tell me your conclusions re- 
garding the Biblical relationship 
toward reincarnation. I am putting, 
the question this way in order that 
you may attack the subject in the 
broadest way possible, but my special 
interest is of course in its relation to 
Scripture. Thank you, from a genera- 
tion subscriber to the Sunpay ScuHoot 
Trues.—A Massachusetts reader. , 


Reincarnation is the belief that the 
souls of the dead successively return to 
earth in new forms or bodies; hence, a 
rebirth of a soul in a new, especially a 
human, body. There is no’ground what. 
ever in Scripture for such-a belief. On 
the contrary, the Bible teaches that 
man’s eternal destiny is settled here, 
and that at death the unsaved go into 
hell and everlasting punishment and 
that the saved go at once to be with the 
Lord. 

In the account of the beggar, Lazarus, 
and the rich man in Luke 16, the Lord 
Jesus said, “The beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom: the rich man also died, and was 
buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom” 
(vv. 22, 23). The Apostle Paul said he 
had “a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:23). 
Further on in the same Epistle he said, 
“For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Sav- 
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
change our vile body, that ‘it- may be’ 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he 
is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself” (Phil. 3:20, 21). In the great 
passage on the second coming of Christ 
we read, “For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them which 
also sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him” (1 Thess. 4:14). 

In the greatest chapter on the Resur- 
rection it is made clear that the natural 
bodies of the saved are changed into 
spiritual bodies, but not into some other 
form of human body on this earth. “So 
also is the resurrection of the dead. It 
is sown in corruption; it is raised in in- 
corruption: it is sown in dishonour; it 
is raised in glory: it is sown in weak- 
ness; it is raised in power: it is sown @ 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body. ‘There is a natural body, and 
there. is a spiritual body” (1 Cor. 15: 
42-44). 

The only light we have on life after 
death is in the Bible, and this says 
nothing at all about reincarnation. 
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lll. The Critics’ Attack on the Book of Daniel . 


Their unbounded faith in themselves 


MONG other pious frauds exposed 
by the critics we are told that 
Daniel was written in the Macca- 
bean period, and “its author, as in the 
case of Deuteronomy, in the service of 
truth, assumed a name that would, more 
than his own, command the respect of 
his countrymen.” However, lying in the 
“service of truth” is a Jesuitism that 
possibly might be excused in a critic, 
but hardly in an inspired writer. 
However, a critic ably defends Dan- 
iel’s alleged forgery, saying, “However 
much we may disapprove his procedure, 
yet regarding him in the light of his age, 
we cannot so unhesitatingly condemn” 
—as we can the critics. No doubt if 
George Washington, hardly two centu- 


_Ties ago, distinguished himself among all 


his countrymen, by telling the truth, 
once, under strenuous conditions, we 
perhaps should not try to hold Mr. Alias 
Daniel to a “standard so far in advance 
of the age in which he”—lied. Hence- 
forth, “dare to be a Daniel” should be a 
popular motto with critics and politi- 
cians. 


A Matter of Sublime Indifference 


Since Christ based His argument for 
belief in the Resurrection on the contin- 
ued existence of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, it would seem that our Old Testa- 
ment history is of more value to the 
church than anything the critics have 
yet written. But the critics (the only 
“honest seekers after truth”) are so full 
of faith—in themselves—that to them it 
is a matter of sublime indifference 
whether or not the inspired writers 
could tell the truth. Take, for example, 
the following patronizing statement 
about “Daniel’s aimless and extravagant 
display of wonders.” “There may be, it 
is allowed, an element of historical 
tradition in them, but if so, we have 
not at present the means of detect- 
ing it. The narrations have, however, 
quite sufficient merit, regarded from the 
point of view of edification.” 

The contradictory conclusions of the 
critics may be partly explained by the 


‘fact that there are still among them 


partly conservative, unripe _ scholars, 
who do not feel quite able to rewrite 
the Bible. But, if a man once begins to 
reject the supernatural in the Bible 
Simply because “it would be more 
rational to suppose” something else, his 
progress is only a question of time, self- 
confidence, and salary. 

The critics usually give an inspired 
writer full credit wherever he had fore- 


_ Sight to agree with them, as when one 


approvingly says, in regard to a certain 
verse, “Luke is undoubtedly correct.” 
But in spite of this occasional benevo- 
lence of the critics, it is often difficult to 
distinguish between Higher Criticism 
and the highest egotism. 

That convenient independence of facts 
which is characteristic of some critics is 


shown in the following quotation: “Not 
a single book of the New Testament, 
with the exception of the Apocalypse, 
claims to be canonical or inspired.” 

If taken seriously, this statement 
might surprise anyone who has ever 
seen the New Testament, but we must 
remember that “nothing is so absurd as 
not to have been said by some”—critic. 

Some critics directly accuse Bible 
writers of deception. “The story of 
Esther was invented to make the feast of 
Purim popular”; but most show a cer- 
tain rudimentary reverence in politely 
saying, “The writer idealizes persons 
and events,” or that he had a “fondness 
for large numbers,” or “an historical 
imagination,” or was addicted to “in- 
voluntary exaggeration,” or that “Isa- 
iah’s forecast was falsified by events.” 
Or still better, they make their charge 
impersonal, eg., “Bible history has 
partly imagined facts where there were 
none, partly exaggerated really existent 
facts.” Of course these clever state- 
ments implicate no one, and the phrase, 
“Bible History,” is a convenient term to 
include all those doubtful characters 
and pseudonymous rascals who wrote 
the “Bible—of the critics.” 

Higher Criticism has caused many to 
say, “Where is the promise of his com- 
ing? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation” (2 Pet. 3: 
4). Of course geology proves that every 
age has ended with a catastrophe, and 
Peter says the earth is “stored with fire 
... against the day of judgment” (2 Pet. 
3:7, A.S.V. marg.), of which Paul also 
speaks; but perhaps, in the words of a 
comfortable critic, “It is best to rec- 
ognize the obvious fact that St. Paul 
{like St. Peter and the Lord] was mis- 
taken.” 


The Resort to Popular Topics 


Higher Criticism has produced many 
ministers of “any other gospel” who can- 
not preach salvation because they have 
lost all faith in their unreliable and 
rapidly shrinking Bible, and therefore 
must resort to popularly religious ser- 
mons on social evolution; Be nice and 
you will be happy; How to purify poli- 
tics; How to be religious on a small 
capital; Music as a substitute for re- 
ligion; Optimism, or a lost art; My 
donkey ride through Palestine; The 
latest novel; Why men do not go to 
church; The nobility of man’s total de- 
pravity; God’s humanity and man’s 
divinity; The religious aspect of the last 
circus. 

A critic says, “After long resistance, 
the dam of traditionalism was broken 
through, criticism came like a flood upop 
Great Britain and America, and the 
traditions are floating away as straws on 
the stream.” And whien this devastat- 


ing flood has deposited its weary waste 
of mud, what have we? 


By FREDERICK ERDMAN 


The great differences of opinion be- 
tween the critics and the Bible have 
driven some bewildered souls to seek 
refuge in an infallible church, as if it 
were a mental cemetery where the 
wicked critics cease from troubling and 
ignorance is blest. However, “it may 
fairly be questioned” which one of the 
typical seven churches*of Asia would 
make the most reliable kind of in- 
fallible church. 

The critical method of disposing of so- 
called miracles is especially interesting; 
for example, one apologizes for the 
“miraculous element” in Elijah’s life by 
saying, “A few miraculous incidents 
only might be excrescences, but a fit 
explanation must account for the many 
connected and continuous miracles.” 

That is, if there had not been so many 
miracles, there would not have been 
any; but since there were so many there 
must have been some. 

Usually the critics can explain how 
the easiest miracles were performed 
and reject the others as being “more in 
conformity with ancient credulity than 
with modern science”; but this elimina- 
tion of the supernatural from the Bible, 
while no doubt it makes the book much 
more popular with the skeptics—who 
never read it—tends to destroy its value 
for those who still think there is a God. 

One broad-minded critic has “long 
claimed’ the right to hold and teach that 
most of the whole of the Old Testament 
narrative is purely fabulous and legend- 
ary”; and a learned bishop reverently 
says that “the four Gospels consist of a 
halo of legend around a nucleus of fact.” 


Nothing Left To Disturb the Conscience 


And still we are told that Higher 
Criticism is not destructive but con- 
structive, that “disintegration is only 
preliminary to reconstruction.” How- 
ever, the only part of the Bible that has 
not been attacked is the binding, so that 
if the Bible is ever reconstructed, we 
may hope to ‘have a magnificently 
bound collection of condensed “halos,” 
containing nothing that might disturb 
the conscience or strain the imagination 
of the most skeptical. : 

We are told that “the inspiration of 
Tennyson in ‘In Memoriam’ is as great 
as that which composed Ecclesiastes or 
some other books of the Old Testament.” 

No doubt this theory is very flattering 
to modern writers, but since the Old 
Testament authors knew they were in- 
spired, whereas Tennyson and Mark 
Twain made no such claim for them- 
selves, “it would seem” that the rule of 
evolution does not hold good in the 
realm of literature. Certainly it fails 
utterly to explain why the best book in 


* all the world is so very old, while some 


professors’ books are so very “young.” 
The following quotations about Daniel 
illustrate the evolution of the critic, or 
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‘New Books for Young Readers 


Stirring tales of adventure, Bible stories, Christian biography, geography, 
missionary heroism, and fiction | 


QRE About Jesus. By Mary 
Cousins. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 

Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 

Since stories about Jesus are many, 
every new collection needs something 
special to recommend it. The something 
here is the book’s large print and small- 
ish size, easy for little hands to carry 


‘about, and also an unusual simplicity of 


style that uses Bible words but carefully 
explains any that. children may not 
know. The twenty-three chapters are 
brief and often include additional teach- 
ing. For example, the tale, “Jesus Takes 
a Journey and Meets a Strange Wild 
Man,” is coupled with the account of 
Satan’s origin and his temptation of 
God’s holy Son. From the first, the 
author shows clearly that God Himself 


. came down to earth as a little Babe, that 


on the cross He unlocked the door to 
Heaven’s Kingdom, and that He rose on 
Easter as the proof of a new beginning 
He has power to give to those who 
believe in Him. 

Brave Boys and Girls of Long Ago. 
By Dorothy C. Haskin. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) 
Alfred, one of six hundred boys in a 
school in England in the year A.D. 735, 
wanted to learn to write. He worked 
hard, and was honored in being made 
a special scribe to the Venerable Bede, 
and copied for him’ the Gospel of John 
translated from Latin into Anglo-Saxon. 
In 1370, when Wycliffe translated the 
New Testament from ‘Latin into Eng- 
lish, a young girl worked many long, 
hard days to earn money to buy a 
Testament. Mary Jones wanted a Bible 
of her own, and the Lord made it pos- 
sible. These are two of the several 
brave boys and girls who ventured 
much that they might have God’s Word 
in their hearts and their hands. Their 
true stories are told here and they 
serve also as an introduction to some 
of the great characters of history, such 
as John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, Robert 
Raikes, and others. 


We Killed a Wildcat at Sugar Creek. 
By Paul Hutchens. (Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, IL, $1.25.) The‘ climax of 
this new Sugar Creek Gang story is re- 
vealed in its title but without detract- 
ing from the suspense of the narrative. 
It all started with the “emergency ring” 
on the seven-phone party line when 
the news was given out by Harm Groen- 
wald’s excited wife that a wildcat had 
killed three of their prize lambs dur- 
ing the night. Immediately a hunt was 
organized. The men would have guns, 
so they did not want the boys—it wasn’t 
safe! Then the hunters had reason to 
believe that Old Stubtail, the wildcat, 
was operating in Parke County, a hun- 
dred miles away, so off they went! No 
boy—or girl, for that matter—should 
miss the excitement of the bloody bat- 
tle—right at Sugar Creek—that ended 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








the career of “the tufted-eared, stub- 
tailed, fierce-fanged” lamb killer. A 
Christian atmosphere runs throughout 
this, as well as all the Sugar Creek 
Gang stories. 


Turbulent Waters. By Jane Living- 
stone. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) 
Paul Moray, construction boss for the 
U. S. Government, was on his way to 
Colombia, S. A., there to build an air 
landing strip and, incidentally, to find 
the lost missionary, David Westwood. 
With him are his wife, daughters Judith 
and Ariel, and a Miss Bernice Taylor 
who plans to bring back to the States 
the three orphaned childret of her mis- 
sionary sister. The Morays are lovable 
people, comfortable in their nominal 
Christianity—or were until Ariel was 
born’ again in a back home revival 
meeting. Through her wise and oft- 
times silent witness, Christ reaches the 
hearts of the parents and Judith, and 
later of the two Alverado brothers on 
whose coffee plantation the party has 
come to live. The plot revolves around 
anti-Protestant riots, burnings and im- 
prisonments incited not only by local 
priests but by higher-ups imported from 
Spain. The children of Miss Taylor’s 
sister, hidden in a convent, are rescued 
with greatest difficulty during a proces- 
sion where a thousand children are 
made to stone the ea Presbyterian 
church. In the violence, Juan Alverado, 
now known as a Protestant, is killed, but 
not before he secures from his brother 
the promise that he too will seek and 
find. Deep in a prison dungeon the lost 
missionary is secretly carried out: just 
in time to save his life. Miss Living- 
stone has something to say and, though 
she uses fiction as a vehicle for her 
message, every one of its incidents and 
facts is documented in Dr. Clyde Tay- 
lor’s files at Washington, D.C. The book 
is a Pinebrook Club selection. 


The Face in the Stone. By Elsie Reif 
Ziegler. (Longmans, Green and Co., 
New York 18; $2.75.) The modern city 
of Chicago supplies the background for 
this story of a large band of emigrants 
from Serbia, who, in recent years, came 
and settled in America. Dushan, an 


ambitious and talented young stone- 
cutter, is active in the colony, as also 
are other members of his large family. 
Marinka, a very attractive young girl in 
the same Serbian group, finds employ- 
ment and happy friendship in a fine 
American family. The work on a large 





group of important stone buildings is 


* suddenly interrupted by a union strike, 


and serious trouble is only narrowly 
averted. The book is sprinkled with 
foreign words and customs, and a thread 
of romance runs through the story, 


They Knew Jesus. By Olive W. Burt. 
(The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., 75 
cents, cardboard.) This lovely little 
book for children has on each page a 
bright picture in colors, and also pic- 
tures of some Bible characters. Each 
picture is accompanied by a brief poem 
about that person. The Lord Jesus 
figures in most of the pictures also, 
and the people and incidents are based 
on Scripture facts. It is a happy way 
to acquaint a child more thoroughly * 
with some of the Bible characters that 
he will study about in Sunday school. 


Jungle Doctor’s Tug of War. By Paul 
White. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.25.) * Daudi, 
who is No. 1 helper of Dr. Paul White in 
Africa, here turns teacher and, like One 
of old, he does it by way of parables. 
M’Gogo and Goha, two help-needing 
boys, learn deep lessons from Toto, the 
monkey, who could be neither saved nor 
safe from the rising river flood without 
the help of Nhambo, the elephant. The 
jackal, the crocodile, and other scum of 
the jungle team up to destroy poor Toto, 
and the boys understand how Satan 
tricks people to listen when he whispers. 
Toto’s tug of war and near-defeat speak 
loudly of the heart-conflicts wherein 
Christ Jesus wants to give day-and- 
night victory. Further tales point out 
the wrong in stealing, lying, laziness in 
Bible reading and prayer, greediness 
also, and a too-strong love of money. 
The book closes with God’s words on 
paper for M’Gogo and Goha to fasten on 
their hearts—one set of ‘words to each 
parable. 


Debutante Hill. By Lois Duncan. 
(Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 16; $2.75.) 
Lynn Chambers was the most popular 
girl on The Hill, where all the well-to- 
do, cultured people of Rivertown lived. 
But when the mother of the most 
unpopular girl—Brenda Peterson—an- 
nounced that she was giving a debu- 
tanté party for all the senior Hill girls 
at Rivertown High, Lynn’s father put 
his foot down. The town was already 
too divided between ri and poor, 
socially acceptable people and “others,” 
said Dr. Chambers, and a debut would. 
establish the dividing line forever. So 
it was a lonely year for Lynn with all 
her Hill friends immersed in debut 
activities. She found herself unwill- 
ingly forced to make friends with some 
of the students from off The Hill, and, 
to her surprise, they were as friendly 
and worth knowing as any from The 
Hill. She also found that her younger 
sister Dodie could be a helpful friend 
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and confidante, though formerly Lynn 
had dismissed Dodie as too young, or 
as merely a nuisance of a chatterbox. 
In this well-written book for the senior 
high school girl, Lois Duncan has made 
her characters come alive. The book 
underscores the much-needed lesson 
that wealth and social position do not 
alleviate loneliness or increase the value 
of human personality. The standards 
of the culture portrayed in this book 
are obviously not those of the average, 
evangelical Christian. However, the 
other values of the book are excellent. 


Messenger. By Ambrose 
Haynes. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London, S.W. 4; 6/.) Something 
was wrong. Orphaned Stephen in Ath- 
ens overheard enough of a whispered plot 
to learn that he was to be sold as a slave 
in order that his rascally uncle might 
seize his patrimony. Endeavoring to 
run away, Stephen was aided by Tobias, 
a Christian. But the uncle’s long arm 
captured the boy, had him sold on the 
block and taken to Rome. With him 
was old Simeon, another Christian. 
And the beloved little sister, Diana, 
had to be left behind in Athens with 
none to protect her. In the capital, 
Stephen meets blind Phinehas, the. third 
messenger of Christ. And, though it 
might well mean the arena lions, the 
boy yields his proud fiery spirit to the 
Lord. Having learned this, his lady 
mistress became so angered that she 
sent to Athens, had Diana sold and 
brought as a slave into her. service. 
Then a mad fit brought on a stroke, 
and Lady Aquila lay helpless for weeks 
Until the extraordinary faith and love 
of Diana won the haughty woman back 
to health—and then to Christ. 


Prairie Windwagon. By Vera J. 
Prout. (Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 
16; $2.75.) Two Indian boys dashed 
past Dolly, then several jack rabbits, 
then some dogs. Dolly screamed in 
terror when she saw the object that 
they were running from—a _ covered 
Wagon scudding across the prairie, pro- 
pelled by a large sail blown full by the 
wind. Though Dolly was just a small 
girl, her fright did not last, and soon 
she was well acquainted with Wind- 
wagon Thomas and his sailing prairie 
schooner. Dolly and _ her _ brother, 
Danny Lee, together with their parents, 
were on their way to Oregon, traveling 
by wagon train. It was while they 
were stopping off at Westport,- near 
Kansas City, that the events of this 
book took place. Here is an authentic 
western story that parents will wel- 
come, for there is not a single gunshot 
Nevertheless, the exciting ex- 
periences of Dolly and Danny Lee will 
absorb the attention of any of the 
younger teen-agers. 


With Happy Voices. By Mary Crock- 
ett Norfleet. (John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond 9, Va., $3.) This large, attractive 
storybook records the everyday happen- 
ings in a Christian family. There are 
Mother and Daddy, four-year-old Susan, 
and six-year-old Bill, and Jim the big 
brother. They work together and play 
together, and they all go to church 


Heroic 
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and Sunday school together. Jim is a 
Cub Scout. Each chapter is a brief rev- 
elation of home life with its little hap- 
penings, and each is closed with a Bible 
verse and a short prayer. They had a 
watermelon party, and they learned 
how not to be a “litterbug.” They 
journeyed in the car through new coun- 
try and saw real Indians. Summer was 
soon over and school begun, but there 
were still many interesting happenings 
in the home and church life. Christmas 
was a very happy event in a lively 
and loving family. The book, of nearly 
200 pages, is in large clear print, and is 
an absorbing story of happy home life 
for boys and girls. 


Fun From the Bible. By Leda P. Mc- 
Bride. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1, paper.) Young and 
old who are familiar with Holy Writ 
will enjoy matching wits over quizzes 
like the fifty-nine groups here pre- 
sented. For, in addition to the usual 
“Multiple Answers,” “Bible Occupa- 
tions,” “Animals,” “Trees,” “Numbers,” 
and the like, there are titles that really 
whet one’s curiosity. Among these are 
“Messages in Code,” “Add-a-Letter,” 
“Sons of Jacob Puzzle,” “Song Titles,” 
and “What’s My Line?” One of the 
most interesting arrangements is made 
up of quotes from the Bible and Shake- 
speare—the contestant must decide 
which. The book’s last pages give a 
complete list of answers. 


Julie Westaway. By Margaret Barry. 
(C.S.S.M., Kingfisher Books, 5 Wigmore 
St., London, W. 1; 5/ net.) Roselinden 
Home for Girls is a beautiful place, 
and Julie Westaway had been brought 
there by her soldier father at her 
mother’s death, when she was but five 
years old. 
home, and she loved it. . Now, at seven- 
teen, she was to begin a new life on 
her own. Mrs. Loch, a wealthy woman 
with an only daughter, Marguerite, who 
was a fine musician, was glad to have 
Julie as a young helper in their beauti- 
ful home. But Julie somewhat dreaded 
the new environment. It was a surprise 
to Julie to find that the beautiful, 
wealthy girl seemed to know and love 
the Lord more than anyone ‘she had 
ever known. They became close 
friends, and together came to be ac- 
quainted with an unusual and conse- 
crated young minister, David Sterling, 
whom they both admired. The story, 
with an Australian background, is full 
of gripping interest from beginning to 
end. Through it all, like a thread of 
gold, runs a true Christian message. 


A B C; Little Lambs; Our Savior 
Jesus; Prayers and -Songs. By G. L. 
Wind. (Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis 18; 35 cents each, paper.) [Illus- 
trated in full color, these four “Look- 
and-Listen” books will delight the 
young book-loving set. In “A BC” a 
rhyme is provided for each letter of the 
alphabet, accompanied by eye-catching 
pictures, all designed to point the pre- 
schooler’s thoughts ‘toward the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ten stories and picture- 
games about little children are found 
in “Little Lambs.” The behavior of 
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these children provides a convenient 
tool for Mother or teacher to instruct 
the child in Christian living. “Our 


_Savior Jesus” contains ten Bible stories 


describing, in a simple way, the high 
lights of our Lord’s life upon the earth. 
“Prayers and Songs” completes this 
quartette of attractive 10% by 8% inch 
books. There are morning and eve- 
ning prayers and songs, prayers for 
mealtime, and prayers and songs for 
special seasons and occasions. 


David and the Mountain. By Chris- 
tine Price. (Longmans, Green and Co., 
New York 3; $2.75.) The peak of Pen- 
y-fan was wreathed in clouds as David 
ranged over its rocky crags with his 
sheep dog, Fly. He knew that Fly 
must learn to herd sheep in the moun- 
tains if he was ever to win at the 
Capelbach Trials, an annual contest 
among sheep men of Wales in which 
they tested the skill of their dogs. 
When David and Fly came upon a ewe 
with her newborn lamb, David left the 
dog to guard them, and clambered 
down to Uncle Lias’s cottage for help. 
The old shepherd was grateful in his 
gruff way for David’s discovery, for it 
was his ewe that David helped to res- 
cue. The girl or boy. of.intermediate 
age will feel almost as if he had visited 
Wales, so cleverly has the author es- 
tablished the background. He will 
enjoy David’s further adventures, espe- 
cially his mad search for, and rescue of, 
little Idwal at the Eisteddfod, or music 
festival; and he will learn what ex- 
perience taught David: “On the moun- 
tain a man is more than a man,” 


Jonah and the Giant Fish; Noah and 
the Giant Boat. Adapted from Science 
Adventure Films and Bible Story Film- 
strips, produced by the Moody Insti- 
tute of Science. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $2.25 each set.) Here are two sets 
of flash cards, illustrated in beautifully 
executed water color reproductions on 
cards 10% by 14inches. There are twelve 
cards in each set, with complete de- 
scriptions of each scene. The description 
of each scene is shown on the back of 
the preceding card in the back of the 
group so that the teacher may read it 
while the actual picture itself is being 
exhibited. In the story of Jonah, we 
are taken from the towering walls of 
Nineveh to Jonah’s home near Naz- 
areth, then through his experience in 
the belly of the fish to his dramatic 
deliverance and obedience to God. 
Noah’s story is depicted first by a scene 
of revelry, then contrasted with Noah’s 
godly household. The jeering crowds 
that throng the scene of Noah’s ship- 
building soon find themselves marooned 
upon a high mountain peak, as the 
flood rises higher and higher. The 
series ends with Noah and his family 
worshiping God in the arc of a mag- 
nificent rainbow. 


Picture Book of North Dakota; Pic- 
ture Book of Rhode Island; Picture 
Book of Wyoming. By Bernadine 
Bailey; pictures by Kurt Wiese. (Al- 
bert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; cloth- 
bound, $1.25 each.) Geographically the 

(Continued on page 806) 
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Critics’ Attack on Daniel 


(Continued from page 793) 


the survival of the unfittest, in the 
struggle between conscience and theory. 


First STAGE 
Since Daniel was written long after 
Daniel’s death, and his “seeming pre- 
dictions were written after the event,” 
a critic who thinks it necessary to be 
consistent naturally concludes that “the 
predictions were intended to deceive.” 


SECOND STAGE 
When the critic sees the danger of 
being logical, he assumes an attitude of 
benevolent uncertainty as to the moral- 
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ity pf forgery, and “finds with fine dis- 
criminating sight, black’s not so black, 
nor white so very white.” Thus, “it 
may be hoped, but not confidently as- 
serted, that he intended to practice no 
deception, regarding him in the light of 
his age, we cannot so unheaiintiney 
condemn.” 


THIRD (VERY CRITICAL) STAGE 
When the critic’s conscience has be- 
come quite vestigial and he is evolved 
almost into the Edenic state, where he is 
without the knowledge of good and 
evil, he then thinks that Mr. Alias 
Daniel’s “clothing history in the garb 
of prediction was an innocent artifice.” 
(To be continued) 


A Y.M.C.A. That Preaches the Gospel 


How it began and how it carries on a work that was near 
to the heart of the founder of the movement 


HEN Dwight L. Moody visited 

Dublin, Ireland, in 1874, the Dub- 
lin Young Men’s Christian Association 
was twenty-five years old, having been 
founded in 1849. Many years later, in 
1954,. the same Y.M.C.A. invited the 
Moody Chorale to visit Dublin during 
the choir’s European tour. Dr. William 
Culbertson and many others in the 
party have acknowledged the short visit 
to Dublin as one of the happiest of the 
tour. Here was a YIM.C.A. with a 
Bible-centered, evangelistic program, 
proclaiming the old-fashioned Gospel 
of saving grace. 

The property now occupied by the 
Dublin Y.M.C.A. was originally a music 
hall, from 1831 until 1860, when it be- 
came a center of spiritual activity. Fol- 
lowing Moody’s mission in 1874, the 
building was offered to a committee, of 
which one member, William Fry, was 
the grandfather of W..Houghton Fry, 
president of the Dublin Y.M.C.A. since 
1940. In those days the Y.M.C.A. was 
but a tenant in a portion of the build- 
ing that it now occupies. In 1880 it was 
rebuilt as the Metropolitan Christian 
Union Buildings, and for many years 
continued to be used as a center of 
spiritual and evangelistic work on a 
sound fundamental basis. To this re- 
building Moody donated, $1,000. 

In the year 1922 the trustees of the 
Metropolitan Christian. Union Buildings, 
which had been used by a large drapery 
store after their premises had been de- 
stroyed during the Rebellion of 1916, 
made over the complete building to the 
trustees of the Dublin Y.M.C.A. Here 
the work began to expand. With an 
auditorium seating almost 2,000, a minor 
hall, class and club rooms, the Dublin 
Y.M.C.A. entered a new phase of its 
history. 

The late Captain Reginald Wallis, 
general secretary 1921-1933, was largely 
responsible under God for, the great ad- 
vance in the work. He visited America 
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on several occasions where his Bible 
ministry was greatly appreciated. 

Despite the difficulties of the times 
and the dwindling Protestant popula- 
tion, the Dublin Y.M.C.A. continues to 
uphold the spiritual heritage of the 
past. At the after-church rally held 
each Sunday night, the gospel is faith- 
fully preached by visiting speakers. 
Over the years, multitudes have found 
peace with God at this service. Bible 
classes and prayer meetings are held 
weekly and an open-air witness has 
been constantly maintained. Bible con- 
ventions and evangelistic missions are 
also a regular part of the program. The 
following are a few of the many visiting 
preachers who have occupied the plat- 
form: Dr. Billy Graham, Dr. William 
Culbertson, Jack Wyrtzen, The Rev. 
Alan Redpath, Dr. Hyman Appelman, 
Dr. Oswald Smith, the Rev. William P. 
Nicholson, Dr. Pat Withrow, and the 
Rev. George Duncan. , 

The Dublin Y.M.C.A. also has had 
two evangelists engaged full time for 
the past twenty-five years. These men 
hold missions ‘and cofiventions and also 
preach at the fairs and markets 
throughout the country. It is possibly 
the only Y.M.C.A. carrying on a work 
so near to the heart of Sir George 
Williams, the founder of the movement. 

Recreation is not forgotten—hockey, 
football, cricket, and tennis are played 
at the sports ground, and badminton 
indoors. A small hostel is also run, 
providing accommodation for young 
men coming to the city to start in 
business. 

These details are given with the 
prayer that they will encourage pray- 
ing people to remember this work in 


these -days when it is becoming in- 


creasingly difficult to maintain such a 


‘Bible-centered witness in a city and 


country where the Protestant popu- 
lation is so very small. 
’ Dusiin, IRELAND. ¢ 









Quieting Beginners for the Lesson 
By Irene Scott 


O YOU ever have difficulty getting 

very young children to settle down 
for their lesson? We did. We tried 
various prelesson activities, such ag 
marching, handclapping, or ordinary ex- 
ercises. However, if the child enjoyed 
the activity he naturally wanted to con- 
tinue with it. We needed an exercise 
that would lead into quietness. The 
following simple action verse, which 
I composed, gets the desired results: 


I stand up t 


The blue, blue sky. 


I now sit down. 
I keep quite still, 

For I’m to hear 
About God’s will. 

The children learn this easily. They 
stretch their little bodies, then con- 
dition their minds to a quiet, reverent 
attitude. It works for us; perhaps it 
will help you, too. 


VANCOUVER, B.C. 
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The Middle Mile 
(Continued from page 792) 


head is a crown of glory, if it be found 
in the way of righteousness” (Prov. 16: 
31). “No,” was the reply, “I used our 
Lord’s parable of the laborers in the 
vineyard. And you will remember that 
He said to the eleventh-hour idlers, ‘Go 
ye also into the vineyard’” (Matt. 207 
Ds 

There is work for those past forty to 
do. Longfellow put it this way: 
What then? Shall we sit idly down and vt 
The night hath come; it is no longer 
The night hath not yet come; we are lish A 
Cut off from labor by the failing lig 


Something remains for us to do or AR 
Even the oldest = some fruit may bear; 


For age is opportunity no ‘less 

Than youth itself, though in another dress, 
And as the evening ee fades away 
The sky is filled with stars, invisible by day. 


One thought remains. Our text says, 
“The man was above forty years old, on 
whom this miracle of healing wag 
shewed.” Miracles after forty! Nobody 
looks for miracles anytime nowadays, 
least of all after the middle mile. Yet 
magazines and books are laden with 
recipes for success and happiness after 
middle age, how ‘to stay young, look 
pretty, and be happy after forty. Too 
many Christians settle down after re- 
generation and do not expect another 
miracle until the Resurrection. There 
ought to be miracles every day, miracles 
of guidance, of answered prayer, of 
victorious living. For the Christian life 
is summed up in that invincible affirma- 
tion, “Christ liveth in me,” and that 
means miracle all the time. 

And never forget that even for forty- 
year-olds and older the greatest miracle 
of all is possible. 

It took a miracle to put the skies in place; 
It took a miracle to hang the world in space; 
But when He saved my soul, 


Cleansed and made me whole, 
It took a miracle of love and grace. 


Have you had a miracle? 
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LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 1. THE FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS 


Acts 4:32 to 5:16; printed text, 4:32-37; 5:12-16 


Golden Text.—And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of 
them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.—Acts 4:32 


Tue KinGc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that 
ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they 


had all things common. 


33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon 


them all. 


34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold, 

35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribu- 
tion was made unto every man according as he had need. 

36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barna- 
bas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) 


a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 


37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid 


it at the apostles’ feet. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


FTER the storm of opposition to 
A Peter and John on the part of the 

Sanhedrin, there was a lull before 
the next outburst of persecution, that 
against Stephen (Acts 6:12). During 
the respite the church was consolidating 
her position and extending her influ- 
ence. 

When an army is about to advance, it 
groups its forces, grooms them for the 
fray, and eliminates any disloyal ele- 
ments. So the infant church, “of one 
heart and of one soul” (4:32), main- 
tained and fortified her unity, not only 
spiritually but also materially. As her 
members shared their new-found bless- 
ings in Christ and joined in prayer and 
praise, so they shared their ‘possessions. 
All were provided for. All were con- 
tent. All were prepared to move to the 
attack. 

All except two, Ananias and Sapphira! 
Why did the Lord deal so drastically 
with this couple? ‘Why were both car- 
riéd out dead? Because an army must 
have no disloyalty in its ranks. It must 
be able to keep its gaze forward against 
the foe, rather than be compelled to 
glance sideways at- its own soldiers! 

Purity is a condition of power and 
progress. As a sail is trimmed and 
barnacles are removed from a keel for 
Swifter progress, so the church militant 
must be kept pure for the holy crusade 
in which her members are enlisted. 


Verse by Verse 

_ Acts 4:32.—“. .. the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and 
-.. soul: neither said any ... that 
ought ... he possessed was his own; but 
they had all things common.” 
lievers’ unity of feeling and opinion 


The be-- 


Chap. 5:12 and. by the hands of the apostles‘ were many 


signs and wonders wrought among the people; 
were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. 


13 And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: 


(and they 


but the people magnified them. 


14 And believers were the more added to. the Lord, mul- 
titudes both of men and women.) 


15 Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the 


them. 


every one. 


streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least 
the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of 


16 There came also a multitude out of the cities round , 
about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and, them which 
were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the sashtediieni 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 


(“heart and... soul”) was exhibited in 
their community of goods. The Holy 
Spirit melted any possible self-seeking. 
The rich shared with the poor. This 
was possible because the new Christian 
society was saturated with love. 


Verse 33.—“. . . with great power gave 
the apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus ... great grace was 
upon them all.” The Greek word 
“gave” used here implies the payment 
of a debt. Christ had saved them; the 
least they could do was to obey His 
command and witness. The grace be- 
stowed upon them by the Spirit made 
them more gracious toward the people 
around them. Note that their testimony 
was (1) in disobedience of the instruc- 
tions of the Sanhedrin (4:18); but (2) in 
answer to their own prayers (4:29). 


Verse 34—“Neither was there any 
among them that lacked: for . . . posses- 
sors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things .. .” 
(cf. 2:44, 45). The real estate sales 
provided for the needs of all. A central 
agency disbursed the funds in equitable 
fashion. The material concerns of the 
church being thus met, she had more 
time for prayer, praise, and testifying 
for her Lord. 


Verse 35.—“. . . laid them down at the 
apostles’ feet . . . distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had 
need.” The central agency was the 
apostolate, tried and trusted men who 
had been with the Lord Jesus. Imagine 
the magnitude of their task: (1) there 
were thousands of believers; (2) their 
relativesneed had to be ascertained; (3) 


funds had to be counted and faithfully . 


apportioned. No wonder the Twelve 
soon felt the need for deacons (cf. 6, 
2, 3). 

Verse 36—"“. . . Joses ... 
apostles surnamed .Barnabas ... 


by the 
The 


son of consolation . .. Levite ... of the 
country of Cyprus.” “Joses” is “Jo- 
seph”; “Barnabas” means literally “son of 
exhortation,” probably a title given to 
him because he was later distinguished 
for his edifying discourses. A native of 
Cyprus (in the eastern Mediterranean 
opposite Syria) and relative of John 
Mark (Col. 4:10), he introduced Saul of 
Tarsus to the Jerusalem church and 
accompanied him to Antioch and on his 
first missionary journey (cf. 9:27; 11: 
25, 26; 13:2). 

Verse 37—“Having land, sold it... 
brought the money .. . laid it at the 
apostles’ feet.” Barnabas owned a 
“field” (Greek). It was not unusual for 
Levites to own land (cf. Jer. 1:1; 32: 
6-12; Jeremiah, son of a priest, bought a 
field). Luke thus introduces Barnabas, 
who will later render conspicuous serv- 
ice to. the church, as a generous, devoted 
believer. 

Acts 5:12—“. . . by the hands of the 
apostles were many signs and wonders 
wrought .. . they were all with one ac- 
cord in Solomon’s porch.” The miracu- 
lous deeds were in answer to specific 
prayer (4:29, 30). In many cases the 
apostles actually laid their hands on suf- 
ferers. The church was still united in 
conviction and purpose (“with one ac- 
cord,” cf. 1:14; 2:1; 4:24), despite the 
fate of two of her members (5;1-11). 
Solomon’s porch, the colonnade men- 
tioned in 3:11, was spacious enough to 
accommodate thousands of people. 

Verse 13.—*“. . . of the rest durst no 
man join himself to them: but the peo- 
ple magnified them.” To magnify is to 
“hold in high esteem.” So greatly did 
the populace respect the believers that 
they refrained from intruding upon 
their assembly. But more: so drastic 
had been the judgment. Ananias and 
Sapphira received that the people were 
given to understand that “joining” -the 
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Christians was a solemn matter indeed, 
and not lightly to be undertaken. 

Verse 14—“. . . believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes 
both of men and women...” Note the 
words “to the Lord” (cf. 2:47). After 
all, the Lord is the head of His Church. 
Notice, too, that Luke no longer feels 
led to give the exact number of converts 
(cf. 2:41; 4:4); the church was growing 
with astonishing rapidity. Some of 
these women may have been the cause 
of_a difficult, but interesting, situation 
soon to arise (6:1). 

Verse 15.—*“. . . they brought forth 
the sick into the streets .. . on beds and 
couches, that at the least the shadow of 
Peter ... might overshadow some...” 
The sick were laid on beds and “pallets” 
(literally) along the road where the 
apostles would pass. The record does 
not state that Peter’s shadow performed 
miracles. “Bear in mind (1) that this 
was the opinion of the people, who be- 
lieved that healing efficacy must be 
even in the shadow of this great man; 
(2) if as a matter of fact some were 
healed on that basis, Peter would have 
been the first to attribute the miracle 
not to his shadow, but to his Lord (cf. 
3:12). 

Verse 16.—“There came also a multi- 
tude out of the cities round about unto 
Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and... 
vexed with unclean spirits ... they were 
healed every one.” “Vexed” is a medi- 
cal term used by Dr. Luke here and in 
Luke 6:18. The news of the miracles in 
Jerusalem spread like wildfire to the 
surrounding countryside. The Holy 
Spirit was answering the prayer of 4: 
30 in astounding fashion. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


People do not voluntarily offer their 
real estate for sale to give to the needy 
unless they have a compelling motive. 
“Possessors of lands and houses” (Acts 
4:34) had good reasons for their gener- 
osity. 

Was it that our Lord’s words to the 
rich young ruler have universal applica- 
tion: “.. . sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the poor .. .”? (Mark 10:21.) 
Clearly not. For if everyone sold all he 
had for this purpose, the poor would 
soon be rich; the rich would become 
poor; and the direction of the selling- 
giving. process would have to be re- 
versed! The Lord Jesus was simply 
putting His finger on the ruler’s weak 
spot. 

The early Christians were generous 
for two reasons. 

First, they were “filled with the Holy 
Ghost” (4:31). ‘Thus they were melted 
into a beautiful spiritual unity’ and 
harmony. The “fruit of the Spirit is 
love .. .” (Gal. 5:22). Their hearts went 
out in compassion toward their less for- 
tunate brethren. They were all one 
body of which Christ was the head. If 
one member suffered, so did the other 
members. All were knit together by 
ties of tender helpfulness. 

But second, a formidable task of wit- 
nessing lay before them. All were to 
share in this task. The army of the 
Lord had to advance as a unit. Then all 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. Ostober 25.—Peter and John, Un- 
daunted Wit Acts 4:1-31 





Next Week’s Lesson 


6. November 8.—Supreme Allegiance to 
God. (Temperance). ............... Acts 5:17-42 








must be in a position to help. Empty 
stomachs or pocketbooks do not increase 
their owners’ ability, enthusiasm, or 
efficiency. Spiritual zeal in healthy 
bodies, on the other hand, is a powerful 
combination. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The unity of believers (Acts 4:32-37) 

2. The elimination of a threat to this 
unity (5:1-11) 

3. The growing influence of a purified 
church (vv. 12-16) 


Topics for Development 

Hypocrisy. The early church passed 
no law that everyone must sell all he 
had. The sharing of possessions was on 
a happy, voluntary basis. The sin of 
Ananias and Sapphira was not that they 
broke an apostolic law. It was that 
they were covetous. But more: they 
were hypocritical. They lied about 
their financial transactions (cf. Acts 5: 
3, 8). Thus they thought they were 
accomplishing two purposes: (1) they 
were earning a reputation for generosity 
while (2) they were not unduly depriv- 
ing themselves of cash! 

The Lord Jesus despises hypocrisy. 
He denounced it when on earth (e.g., 
Matt. 23:23) and has no use for it today. 
Men who pretend to be one thing but 
are actually another are despicable. 
May we avoid hypocrisy as we would a 
plague. ; 

Practical Applications 

Let us take no comfort in the thought 
that the selfless generosity of the early 
church was intended only for the first 
century and that today we are entitled 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


N WHAT two ‘basic respects was the 

early church united? 

2. To what significant fact in our 
Lord’s career did they witness? 

3. Who distributed the money which 
resulted from the real estate sales? 

4. What connection did Barnabas 
have with Mark and Paul? 

5. Name two sins of which Ananias 
and Sapphira were guilty. 

6. How do we know that both were 
involved in the fraud? 

7. What was the effect of the couple’s 
sudden death? - 

8. If every believing property owner 
in every century sold all he had to give 
to the poor, what would be the result? 

9. What spiritual lesson is taught in 
the first-century sharing of possessions? 

10. What really performed the mira- 
cles wrought by the apostles? 


(Answers on page 802) 


to cling to our possessions! 
liever I am still my brother’s keeper. I 
must be concerned about the state of his 
soul and, when need arises, about the 
emptiness‘of his larder. 

If every hypocrite should fall down 
dead at 11.30 on Sunday morning, 
would some church congregations be 
sadly and perhaps unexpectedly de- 
pleted? 

The sudden destruction of Ananias 
and his wife, in the interest of maintain- 
ing the purity of the church, was not 


intended to woo the fainthearted into, 


the folds of the church. Instead “great 
fear” came both upon church members 
and upon others who heard the grue- 
some details (cf. Acts 5:11). Are we 
willing to sacrifice the purity of our 
churches just for the sake of numbers? 

Healing in Peter’s shadow—that is 
what the people expected. Wherever 
God’s people go they cast a shadow. 
Their words and conduct exert an in- 
fluence for good or ill. Moreover, one’s 
shadow is, even in its distortions, a 
replica of what he really is! Watch 
your shadow, beloved. 


Golden Text 

Acts 4:32.—“. .. the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and 
... soul: neither said any .. . that ought 
. . . which he possessed was his own; 
but they had all things common.” This 
is Christian unity and community. A 
multitude from varied strata of society 
were cemented into a unit. They were 
of one accord (a lovely phrase, cf. 1:14; 
2:1, 46; 4:24) in heart and mind, and 
now in material possessions. This unity 
was achieved by the harmonizing influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, and threatened 
by the disuniting force of sin (Acts 5: 
1-11). 

Mep1a, PA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 


“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

“Y’ve Found a Friend, O Such a Friend!” 

“Give of Your Best to the Master” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father 
of Mercies, to whose goodness we owe 
all our blessings, we thank ‘Thee that 
we are most blessed in Thy gift of the 
Lord Jesus to save us from our sins. 
Make us to see clearly and to feel 
deeply all that we owe to Him. May He 
be the joy and delight of our hearts and 
His service be the chief concern of. our 
lives. We are sorry that our love for our 
Saviour has been weak and faint and 
that our sins have grieved Thy Spirit. 
Lift us to purer motives and nobler 
lives and may Thy love fill our hearts 
and make us considerate of others as 
Thou art. Guide us into those good 
works Thou dost plan: for us to do. 
Keep us from being overcome by our 
temptations. Hold back the powers of 
darkness in the earth and prosper all 
the labors of faithful servants of Christ 
as they strive to make Him known and 
win men to Him. Raise up godly and 
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gifted leaders for church and state in 
our day through whom the nations may 
be led into Thy ways. Bless our study 
in Thy Word now and send us forth 
stronger in Christian faith and devotion, 
in Christ’s dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As I read this les- 
son with its picture of Barnabas giving 
his wealth to Christ and His people, I 
thought of these lines: 

Naught that I have my own I call, 
I hold it for the Giver; 
My heart, my strength, my life, my all 
Are , and His forever. 
—J. G. Small 


Riches keep some, like the rich young 
ruler, from turning to Christ. They 
keep others who do turn to Him weak 
disciples. But the right use of our 
possessions can make us stronger, more 
useful Christians. Barnabas put all he 
had into the Christian movement; 
wealth, time, ability. Such complete 
devotion caused him:to grow in faith 
and usefulness into a very influential 
Christian leader. In his self-sacrifice he 
gained far more than he lost and proved 
Christ’s words ‘true: “Whosoever shall 


LIVE wr FOR 


lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, 
the same shall save it.” 

Why could Barnabas be so fully given 
over to Christ and His cause? It was 
“for Christ’s sake” that he served and 
Sacrificed as he did. His secret appears 
in the lines that precede the ones we 
quoted just now: 

I’ve found a Friend, O such a Friend! 
He bled, He died to save me; 


And not alone the of life, 
But His own self He gave me. 


What Christ had done for him so 
deeply moved ‘Barnabas that he had to 
say, “Naught that I have my own I call, 
I hold it for the Giver.” Ponder more 
deeply all you owe to the Lord Jesus, 
the Friend of sinners, and you, too, will 
be set to be “His, and His forever.” 
Ca.eary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and of one 
soul...” (Acts 4:32).—There are those 
who seem to delight in calling the early 
Christians communists. But it must be 
recalled that these people were genuine 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
were baptized, and practiced the 
apostles’ teaching, and were filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and observed the Lord’s 
Supper, as well as the social meal to- 
gether. 

They believed in and were subject to 
the lordship of Christ. The communism 
that springs from such faith in Christ 
and love to all saints is an altogether 
different communism than that which 
we hear and read of today! 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan said Arch- 
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bishop Magee, years ago, was severely 
criticized when he said that the British 
nation could not be governed on the 
principles of the Sermon on the Mount. 
The Doctor adds: “But he was perfectly 
right.. The Sermon on the Mount can be 
applied to England when England is a 
nation of regenerate men and women, 
and never until then. 

“We are sometimes told today that 
the work of the preacher is to preach 
the Sermon on the Mount and attempt 
to establish the Kingdom. Certainly, it 
is if we begin with Pentecost, but we 
must have Pentecost before we can have 
the condition of affairs described here. 
This condition of affairs was the im- 
mediate outcome of Pentecost, with’ all 
that it meant, of new vision, emotions, 
conceptions, power.” 

“And with great power gave _ the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus .. .” (Acts 4:33).—One 
might expect that under the circum- 
stances, the apostles would give power- 
ful witness to the selflessness of the 
saints; but that was not their theme. 

The great thing with them was the 
resurrection from among the dead of the 
Lord Jesus. The Sadducees were the 
predominant religious leaders of the 
day (v.1). They did not believe in res- 
urrection, neither in angels nor spirits 
(Acts 23:8). And they were grieved 
that the apostles “preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead.” 

Communists today tell us they can 
have all things common without God, 
without Christ, and without doctrine of 
any kind. But they have to admit that 
they do not have all things common. 
The leaders have vastly more than the 
man on the street. One columnist said 
the luxurious living of the Red leaders 
would make Karl Marx “turn over: in 
his grave.” 

“..@s many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them .. .” (Acts 
4:34) —It -is to be noticed that this 
action was voluntary on their part. 
There was no compulsion, no decrees 
forcing them to sell their possessions. 

They were not forced to live in-com- 
munes as are the Chinese today. An 
official of the Federated Chinese Cham- 
bers of Commerce in the Philippines 
describes the communes. as “a huge 
slave camp—the shame of the civilized 
world” (San Francisco Examinet, Mar. 
6, 1959). 

Dr. Graham Scroggie, in Daily Notes 
(May, 1929), says, “This is a passage 
that may very easily be misinterpreted 
and misapplied, and indeed, has been. 
But there is nothing here comparable to 
modern communism. The reference, to 
begin with, is not to the State, but to 
the Church; in the second place, the 
social community was based and sprang 
from spiritual unity; and once again, 
quite obviously the measure was ex- 
ceptional and transitory, and disap- 
peared within the apostolic age. But 


the spirit and principle remain. All for 
each, and each for all, is the ideal of the 
Heavenly Commonwealth, for such is 
the Christian Church. Never, when the’ 
heart has been open, has the pocket 
been closed.” : 
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. . having land, sold 


“... Barnabas . 
it...” (Acts 4:36, 37) —“This man was 
a man gifted in speech, but it was 
speech that, while it was exhortative, 
was also full of comfort. If we follow 
his history through the Book of Acts, 


we shall see how true this was. Now 
this man had land, and he sold it, and 
laid the proceeds at the feet of the. 
apostles. Look at this story in the at- 
mosphere of the present day. Men 
have such a passion for holding land 
that they speak of it as Real Estate. 
The fact that this man had land and 
sold it was remarkable. It was a great 
venture of faith. ... That is an il- 
lustration of the principle that underlay 
the whole movement. It was an act of 
love, for it was accomplished in the 
power of that great principle here 
enunciated” (Dr. G. Campbell Morgan). 
Is it any wonder that “believers were 
the more added to the Lord, multitudes 
both of men and women”? (Acts 5:14.) 


Wawona, CALir. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you hear a great deal 

about Communism these days. It is 
a vicious theory of government, includ- 
ing a desperate antagonism to Chris- 
tianity. The practice of Communism 
according to Lenin’s interpretation began 
many years ago in Russia, and for a 
long period was confined to that coun- 
try; but in late years it has spread into 
other. countries, including our own. 
Through the stealthy work of secret 
agents, Communism has infiltrated, to 
greater or less degree, every section of 
the world. Its announced purpose is to 
conquer and rule the world by under- 
mining and overthrowing every govern- 
ment that is not already controlled by 
Communism. Strange to say, some 
otherwise intelligent people in our own 
country look with: tolerance, if not with 
favor, upon Communism because of 
some features which they regard as 
good, seemingly blind to the fact that 
the system heads directly to the destruc- 
tion of civilization, the Christian re- 
ligion, and all hope of peace in the 
world. 

I am speaking of Communism in this 
lesson treatment, fellows, because some 
of its defenders have pointed to our 
lesson text for today, where it is stated 
that the disciples “had all things com- 
mon” (Acts 4:32) as an argument from 
the Bible in favor of Communism. That 
is what is termed wresting the Scrip- 
tures. See 2 Peter 3:16. The commu- 
nism practiced by thé disciples was the 
very antithesis of the political Com- 
munism of today. The disciples sold 
their own possessions and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet 
to go into a common fund for the good 
of all. The Communists would sell the 
possessions of others and use the pro- 
ceeds for themselves. The disciples were 
animated by the motive to proclaim the 
Gospel of ‘salvation through Jesus 
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Christ. The Communists not only re- 
pudiate Jesus Christ and His claims, but 
they persecute His followers and would 
completely exterminate them. The dis- 
ciples said, “What I have is not my own, 
but is for the good of all.” The Com- 
munists say, “What you have is not your 
own, but is mine; and I will take it from 
you by force if necessary.” 

So you see, fellows, there is a vast 
difference. Moreover, the effect of the 
“commune” of the disciples is expressed 
in one of the most eloquent passages 
. of Scripture, for we read: “And the 
multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul: neither sajd 
any of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but 
they had all things common. And with 
great power gave the apostles witness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: 
and great grace was upon them all” 
(Acts 4:32, 33). 

Our great lesson today is in the fact 
that when one looks upon his posses- 
sions as a stewardship in connection 
with spreading the Gospel, witnessing to 
the saving and keeping power of our 
wonderful Christ, then grace and power 
come into our own lives, and God can 
use us in a marvelous way for His own 
glory. , 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Fellowship of Believers 
(Acts 4:32-37) 

HOW the children a piece of ordi- 

nary iron, such as a nail. Let them 
observe that it has no power to do 
things or influence others in attracting 
nails, pins, or needles, when it is passed 
near them. Then place the iron in con- 
tact with a magnet and leave it there 
for a time. 

Review chapters three and four of 
Acts through the scrapbook pictures. 
Check memorization of Acts 4:20. The 
apostles had to tell what they had seen 
and heard from the Lord Jesus, and 
so we have a book called “The Acts of 
the Apostles.” Boys and girls have to 
tell what they have seen and heard, and 
so we should have some stories for “The 
Acts of the Juniors” (or whatever name 
identifies the group). What happened 
this week? (If the pupils have had ex- 
periences in witnessing, list them briefly 
on’ the blackboard: Sandra told Joanne 
and brought her to Sunday school. Tom 
was warned to “shut up” when he told 
his father about the Lord.) You may 
have serious reactions such as the girls 
from one family in a weekday class who 
wrote down their decision to be Chris- 
tians and wanted to go to church and 
Sunday school. The parents put the 
papers with the decisions into the stove 
and burned them. They spanked the 
girls when they begged to go to the 
weekday class or church. Dwfing the 
lessons on Acts perhaps you or the chil- 
dren will make a booklet of their ex- 
periences under the above title. It 
could be an illuminating gift for the 
pastor. 

After Peter and John’s experience in 
witnessing and being threatened if they 
kept on, they told their Christian 
friends about it, and they all prayed 


earnestly. Listen to a part of their 
prayer. (Read Acts 4:24b, 29, 30.) Did 
God answer? Right off! The house 


shook; they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they talked boldly 
about the Lord Jesus. Answers kept 
coming!. Let us find some in Acts 4:32- 
37; 5:12a, 14, 16. (1) Change in the 
Christians themselves: their love, shar- 
ing everything, their beautiful Christian 
charatter (grace), the gift from Barna- 
bas. (2) Powerful preaching and wit- 
nessing. (3) Miracles. (4) People saved. 
(5) People all around came and were 
helped. 

Do you suppose God would do these 
things for us if we prayed? We could 
have a prayer meeting right here for 
these boys and girls who have had 
trouble because they spoke about the 
Lord. We can pray for other members of 
our church and for our pastor in his 
preaching and witnessing. Yes, I think 
God might give us all the answers He 
gave them if we were as earnest and 
meant it, as they did! Do we need some 
ecmanges in our love for each other and 
our willingness to share? (Refer kindly 

*to disagreements or unkindness within 
the group.) “(Jesus said] By this shall 


all men know that ye are my disciples, 
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if ye have love one to another” (John 
13:35, Memory Verse). Our lives at 
home, school, play, and church speak 
even louder for Christ than our words! 

Let us see if being with the magnet 
has made a change in our iron. Look 
what it can do now! Being with the 
Lord can make you different! See Acts 
4:13. 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as we have learned 1 

Corinthians 11:32, Barbara will tell 
us the story that we read last time: 
“Two Brave Men.” 

What did you like about her telling 
of the story? (She knew it so well, she 
did not need any notes.) Yes, she was 
able to look at the class the whole 
time. A teacher who does that is not 
likely to have discipline trouble. _ 

You remember that Acts 4 ended 
with a beautiful picture of the early 
church. The members were all “of one 
heart and of one soul.” They loved each 
other so much that they shared what- 
ever they had, those who were better 
off giving the poorer ones what they 
needed. No believer was in need, for 
those who had property sold it and 
brought the money to the apostles, who 
distributed it to the poor. Someone once 
asked if this was communism. No, this 
was altogether different. Those who 
had property did not have to divide 
with those who had nothing, but filled 
with the love of God, they gladly shared 
everything they had with their needy 
brethren. 

But something sad“ happened about 
which we will now read in Acts 5. To- 
day I have only ten questions for you, 
because we are going to read. only the 
first sixteen verses. (1) For what rea- 
son did Ananias and Sapphira die? (2) 
How did Peter know that Ananias had 
brought only part of the money? (3) 
Does the Bible say Ananias and Sap- 
phira were habitual liars? (4) What 
does this story teach us about so-called 
white lies? (5) Who had influenced 
this couple to do this? (6) Do you 
think that Ananias and Sapphira went’ 
to Heaven? (7) Why did great fear 
come upon those who heard about An- 
anias and Sapphira? (8) Where were 
the believers having meetings at this 
time? (9) Multitudes of believing men 
and women were being added . (10) 
Why did people bring their sick friends 
and relatives out into Jerusalem streets? 
» 1 Corinthians 11 tells us that some 
Christians are sick as a result of the 
Lord’s chastening, and some have died. 
I believe Ananias and Sapphira were 
among these. 

This story makes -us realize that sin 
is dreadful in the sight of God. The 
sin of Ananias and Sapphira does not 
seem so wicked to us. When tHey said 
that they sold their property for so 
much, they may have added under their 
breath, “and so much more.” But they 
lied, because they were holding back 
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part of the truth so as to appear more 
devoted to the Lord than they really 
were. This was so serious in the sight 
of God that they both died imme- 
diately. We need to pray that we may 
be absolutely honest and sincere, for it 
is impossible for us to please God unless 
we are. 

Will someone volunteer to teach the 
verse next Sunday, and someone else 
to tell the story of 


ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA 

A number of people in the early 
church, who had property, sold it and 
brought the money they received to 
the apostles, who used it: to help God’s 
people who were in need. A wealthy 
man named Barnabas, sold his prop- 
erty on the island of Cyprus and brought 
all the money to the apostles. A couple 
named Ananias and Sapphira, seeing 
how much generous ‘Barnabas, and 
others like him, were admired, decided 
to sell their property and bring part of 
the money. They would keep the other 
part of it, while pretending to have 


brought all. 


So they sold their property, and put 
some of the money away for themselves. 
Then Ananias took the rest to Peter, 
expecting to be praised for his gen- 
erosity. But Peter did not praise him. 
He said, “Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, 
and to keep back part of the price of 
the land?” He told Ananias that no 
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one had urged him to sell his property, 
and after it was sold, no one had told 
him he must give the money to the 
Lord. But it was a great sin to pretend 
that he was bringing all, when he was 
not. 

When Ananias heard this solemn ac- 
cusation, he fell down at Peter’s feet 
and died. The young men who were 
present carried him out to be buried. 

About three hours later Sapphira 
came in wondering why her husband 
had not returned home. Peter said to 
her, “Tell me whether ye sold the land 
for so much?” She said, “Yea, for so 
much.” 

Then Peter said, “How is it that ye 
[you and your husband] have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of the 
Lord?” He told her that her husband 


‘had just died. When Sapphira heard 


this, she also fell down dead! Everyone 
in the church was shocked at these 
sudden deaths. But it helped the be- 
lievers to realize how holy God is, and 
how earnestly God’s people should 
avoid everything untrue or insincere. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
_By Helen E. Odenwelder 


GNES’S mother and daddy were 
missionaries to the land of Africa. 
It was in that land that Agnes was born. 


(13) 801 


When she was seven years old, she and 
her younger sister and brother were 
brought to the homeland so they could 
go to school. In those days almost all 
missionary children had to do that, be- 
cause there were no schools in foreign 
lands—nor were there medicines to pro- 
tect them from the many diseases of 
foreign countries. Agnes had merry, 
laughing eyes. and dimples that were 
high in her cheeks. Almost always she 
wore a big ribbon in her curly hair. 
Agnes loved the Lord Jesus with all her 
heart. He it was who made her the 
happy, laughing girl that she was. 

There was another reason for Agnes’s 
happiness. She was a very generous 
little girl. If she were given something, 
she always shared it with her sister and 
brother—or with her roommate in the 
missionary children’s home where she 
lived. If it was money she received 
(sometimes friends sent her a dollar), 
she gave the Lord, first of all, some of 
the money. Then she gave some of it to 
others, and kept only a small part of it 
for herself. She always shared her 
clothes with her sister and her toys with 
her brother—providing, of course, that. 
they were the kinds of toys that boys 
liked. Because she was so generous, the 
Lord Jesus gave her a special share of 
happiness. And that happiness showed 
in her merry eyes. 

Agnes is a grown lady now. She 
herself has been a missionary in the 
land of Africa since before you were 






































Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
West Indies - South America 


The sUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
WINTER CRUISE on the Canadian Pacific SS 
EMPRESS OF ENGLAND leaving New York 
February 17th, 1960. The cruise will be for 
19 days and include calls at St. Thomas, 
Grenada, Port of Spain, La Guaira, Cur- 
agao, Cristobal, Kingston, Port-au-Prince 
and Havana. Sight-seeing arrangements 
will be completed for this group at the Ports 
of Call. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of 
the Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 





the tour throughout. 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
_ School Times Co., Mr. Harry Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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Tumbleweed Heart 


by JANET RANDALL. Jacket by Fom 
O’Sullivan. A girl’s exciting expe- 
riences as greg sok reporter in a 
California desert to 

lout 12-16. $2.95 


The Magic Ring 
By NETA LOHNES FRAZIER. Illus- 
trated by Kathleen Voute. A de- 
lightful modern fairy story about 
a girl whose three wishes come 
true. Ages 8-12. $2.95 


Sea Venture 


By .WILLOUGHBY PATTON. Illus- 
trated by William Hutchinson. 
The story of the wreck of Sir 
George Somers’ flagship Sea Ven- 
ture off Bermuda and how he 
brought the early colonists to 
Jamestown. Ages 10-14. $2.95 


Alexander's Horses 


By ALFRED POWERS. Illustrated by 
John Mackey. Two of Alexander’s 
stable-boys share in all the drama 
of world conquest. “Well-con- 
structed, well-written story.” 

—N. Y. Times. Ages 12-16. $3.50 


David and 
the Mountain 


By CHRISTINE PRICE. Illustrated by 
the author. How David, with the 
help of his dog, wins his shep- 
herd’s staff in a Welsh mountain 
community. Ages 10-14. $2.75 


Wolf of Badenoch 


By JOSEPH E. CHIPPERFIELD. Illus- 
trated — Gifford Ambler. A dog 
story of action and adventure in 
the Grampian Hills of Scotland. 

Ages 12-16. $3.50 


Ingo, : 
the Story of My Otter 


By WALTER VON SANDEN. IIlus- 
trated with photographs. The 
true story of an endearing pet and 
his adjustment to his new home. 
Ages 10-14. $2.50 


The Face in the Stone 


By ELSIE REIF ZIEGLER. Decorations 


by Ray Abel. An exciting mystery - 


story involving Serbian stone cut- 
ters who came to help build the 
first Chicago skyscrapers. 

Ages 12-16. $2.75 


LONGMANS, GREEN & COMPANY 
119 West 40th Street, N.Y. 18, N. Y. 
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born. But do you know what? She still 
has the happy, laughing eyes, the 
dimples high in her cheeks, and the 
curly hair. And do you know why she 
is happy and laughing? Because she is 


as generous today as she was when she. 


was a little girl. Like almost all mis- 
sionaries, she gets very little money. 
But what she does get, she shares. She 
gives some, first of all, to the Lord. 
Then she shares the very little bit that 
she has left. She shares it with her 
family. She shares it with her friends, 
She even shares her clothes with others! 
She shares her time by doing many, 
many things for others. She thinks first 
always of the Lord Jesus, second she 
thinks of others, and she thinks of her- 
self last. And because she is as she is, 
the Lord Jesus has made her the happy, 
happy person that she is. 

God does not require Christians to 
share everything that they have. Chris- 
tians do not have to give money to God. 
They do not have to give things to 
others. But do you know what? Those 
who do give regularly to God, and those 
who share what they have with others, 
are always the happiest Christians. It 
is so today. It was so in the long ago. 
The very: first Christians were thrilled 
with their salvation. How thankful they 
were that their lives had been changed 
because of the death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! They were on 
their way to Heaven and they knew it. 
What could be more wonderful? They 
were eager to show their gratitude. 
Unbelievers knew that the Christians 
had been changed from their lives of 
sin. They saw, first of all, that the Chris- 
tians got along wonderfully well with 
each other. There were no arguments. 
No one was unkind to any other. And 
the thing that amazed the unbelievers 
most of all was that none of the Chris- 
tians called anything that they had their 
own. They shared their money with 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 798) 


1. Spiritually (4:31), and now mate- 
rially (v. 32). 

2. They gave witness of His resur- 
rection (v. 33). 

3. The apostles (v. 37). 

4. He was related to Mark (Col. 4:10), 
and he traveled with Paul (Acts 13: 
2, 3). 

5. Two of the following: lying, covet- 
ousness, and hypocrisy (5:2, 3) 

6. Sapphira’s answer (v. 8) proves 
that there had been collusion to deceive. 

7. Fear fell upon many (v. 11), and a 
healthy respect for the church resulted 
(v. 13). 

8. The poor would become rich, the 
rich would become poor, and the process 
would have to start again in reverse. 

9. That unselfish, Spirit-directed gen- 
erosity is a believer’s solemn duty and 
privilege. 

10. The blessed ndme and power of 
their risen, exalted Lord (cf. 3:16). 
~/Mep1a, Pa. F 
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owned and used that money to help 


other Christians who had less than they © 


did. Apparently they remembered the 
words of the Lord Jesus, who had said, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Matt. 22:39). What happy, happy 
Christians they were! And God did 
many wonderful things through those 
early Christians because He was so well 
pleased with their love for one another. 
We do not know exactly how God 
used all of the sharing Christians. But 
we do know that one man, Barnabas, 
sold his land and gave the money to the 
servants of God. And from that day on 
God used Barnabas to do many, many 
things for Him (Acts 9:27; 11: 22-24; 11; 
25-30) even using him as a missionary; 
God loves those who are generous 
sharers. He gives them happy faces and 
happy hearts. Are you a sharer? 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Philedelphis — Times, 
a N. 13th S8t., P 

A list of the lessons for Mie _ ae 1959 
my | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address, 


The “Gold” He Gave.—And the mul- 


titude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul: neither said 
any of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but 
they had all things common (Acts 4:32, 
Golden Text). In our church was a 
man too old to work, “poor, yet mak- 
ing many rich” by his courageous spirit. 
His only income was a small pension 
received from the government for serv- 
ice in the Spanish-American War. At 
the time of the every-member canvass 
in our church someone proposed that 
we pass up this man because we knew 
he could not pledge any more than 
he was already giving. “I will go with 
the canvassers,” said the pastor; “we 
will not solicit money there, but we 
will ask for his prayers for the church. 
They are his gold. We will tell him we 
do not solicit money, but a continuance 
of his prayers.” The joy with which 
he greeted the canvassers expressed his 
happiness at not being passed by as 
though possessing nothing. 
had we solicited, and that he gladly 
gave—From Earnest Worker. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Whose Sunday School?—And the mul- 
titude of them that believed were of 
one héart and of one soul... they had 
all things common (Acts 4:32). A 
Canadian Sunday school superintend- 
ent felt that he was not receiving suf- 
ficient co-operation from the parents, 
teachers, and officers of the school. In 
order to have the individual responsi- 
bility better realized, he assembled the 
entire school, and started his talk by 
asking, very emphatically, “Whose Sun- 
day school is this?” For a moment 
there was silence, then a tiny blue 
mitten was raised. Leaning down to 


its wee owner in a front seat, the 


each other. They sold things that they 
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young superintendent said, smilingly, 
“All right, Penelope, you tell us.” The 
child raised her blue eyes and in so 
soft a tone that he had difficulty in 
hearing her, said, “It’s Jesus’ Sunday 
school.” The unexpected reply inspired 
the entire membership to a new spirit 
of consecration, as leader and classes 

| alike recognized that they were indeed 
co-workers with God for the building 
up of His Kingdom.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


A Happy Solution—And the multi- 
tude of them that believed were of 
one heart and-of one soul (Acts 4:32, 
Golden Text). Genuine Christian fel- 
lowship can be enjoyed even when war 
is raging. A ranch in California had 
been leased to a Japanese family for a 
period of years. When we became in- 
volved in World War II, the Japanese 
-were ordered into the interior of the 
state. This brought dismay to both the 
family and the owner of the ranch. 
The owner desperately needed help and 
finally succeeded in hiring a Chinese 
family. The Chinese family arrived on 
the scene a week before the Japanese 
family had to vacate. With but one 
ranch house on the place, the owner 
was in a dilemma as to what to do. 
But it was discovered that both the 
Japanese and Chinese families were de- 
- yout Christians, in the enjoyment of 
the fellowship of the Father and the 
Son—so they decided they could live 
happily together in the same house. 
Each day they worshiped and prayed 
together, using the English language 
which both understood. The Japanese 
helped the Chinese to get started with 
the work, and the Chinese helped the 
Japanese to get packed and ready to 
go. When the time came for the sepa- 
ration, both families promised to pray 
for each other—From Tom M. Olson. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


The Answer to His Prayer.—And with 
great power gave the apostles witness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: 
and great grace was upon them all 
(Acts 4:33). By the edge of a footpath 
in a farming area in China, a man 
stooped down by his wheelbarrow to 
tie the lace of his straw sandal tighter. 
He had not noticed that another man 
was standing ahead on the path, watch- 
ing him. When the sandal was tied, the 
Stranger called to him, “Hello, great 
brother! Do you know Jesus, the Son 
-of the living God?” The farmer was 
not a little surprised at this question, 
and said, “Yes, I know Him.” “Can 
you tell me about Him?”, “Come over 
here and sit down,” said the farmer, 
“but tell me first why did you happen 

~ to ask me?” Then the stranger related 
that he had turned himself away from 
idol worship since he heard about Jesus. 
“Yesterday evening when I could no 
longer hold out because of the great 
heed within me I asked the unknown 
God to send someone to help me, and 
in my dream I heard a voice say, ‘To- 
Morrow take a walk on the path that 
goes through the fields. There you will 
Meet a man with a wheelbarrow. He 
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can help’ you.’” Immediately the 
farmer was reminded of the story of 
the Ethiopian eunuch, and he, too, did 
not stop talking about Jesus until this 
stranger could go on his way rejoicing. 
—From Wesleyan Methodist. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N.Y. 


How To Lay Up Treasure—And dis- 
tribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need (Acts 4:35). 
All my life I have heard preachers tell 
their congregations to lay up treasures 
in Heaven, but none has ever told me 


“how to get my treasures into Heaven. 


I had to figure it. out for myself. The 
only way to get our treasures into 
Heaven is to put them into something 
that is going to Heaven. Cattle, lands, 
houses, stocks and borfds, oil, coal, and 
the like, are not going to Heaven. Only 
men and women, boys and girls, are 
going to Heaven. Therefore, if I am 
to lay up treasures there, I must put 
them to work at the mighty task of 
redeeming souls that will be fit for 
Heaven.—F rom Pat Neff. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Not Rich, but Bountiful—Having 
land, sold it, and brought the money 
(Acts 4:37).. The little group in Uthai, 
Central Thailand, hosts for the Leprosy 
Believers’ Conference, were gravely 
concerned about finances. Their own 
available funds, slender at best, had 


been put into the chapel building. They - 


just did not know where the money 
could come from. “One Sunday morn- 
ing a middle-aged farmer who is a 
leprosy patient, and a baptized believer, 
came in and handed us an envelope, 
saying he wanted to give a gift to 
God,” wrote Jessie Woodward. I prom- 
ised to put. it in the Sunday collection 
and just say it was from a Thai be- 
liever. It was quite a fat envelope, 
and. I thought it might have twenty 
notes in it, about 200 ticals. However, 
it was not 200 ticals but 2,000! More 
than £30! So the Lord has amply sup- 
plied for the conference and for the 
enlargement of the chapel. I think it 
will be four times its present size. The 
Christians are busy putting cement at 
the base of the posts, making two big 
cisterns for water for the conference, 
and planning to dig another well!” The 
farmer whose gift had made this pos- 
sible is not a rich man. But he had 
sold a little of his precious land and 
given the proceeds to God.—Abridged 
from 1959 Report of China Inland Mis- 
sion. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


For Whom Do You Labor?—There 
came also a multitude out of the cities 
round about ... , bringing sick folks, 
and them which were vexed with un- 
clean spirits: and they were healed 
every one (Acts 5:16). A man who 
was laboring long and hard hours bring- 
ing relief to the suffering was asked, 
“Why don’t you run away from it all 
before you are broken by this inhuman 
burden?” He answered meaningfully, 
“Sometimes I’d like to, but the Man on 
the cross won’t let me.”—From the Rev. 


Armin C. Oldsen. Sent by Grace Rob-. 


inson, Topeka, Kans. 
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CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 
Member Mission I.P.M.A. 
Opening Village Schools 
in Pakistan. 

Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 

















Looking for a 


CHRISTIAN 
INVESTMENT? 


Stewardship doesn’t mean giving your 
money away and leaving yourself 
without sufficient income. 


SALVATION ARMY 
ANNUITIES 


provide a continuing lifetime income 
for you and also for a survivor if 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





} 
Sunday, November 1 


1. Paul—Letter Writer 
(1 Thess. 1:1-10; 2 Thess. 3:17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HREE New Testament writers have 
been chosen for a series of three 
topics under the general heading; “Con- 
tributors to the New Testament.” The 
topics are intended to be both informa- 
tive and inspirational, and they include 
. Paul, Mark, and Luke. 

Most of what we know about Paul 
begins with the record in Acts, of his 
zeal in persecuting the Christian Church 
and his remarkable conversion, as he 
journeyed to Damascus determined to 
arrest Christians in that city. However, 
from his own word we learn that he was 
“a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee” 
(Acts 23:6) and that he was educated 
under Gamaliel who was also a Pharisee 
(chap. 22:3; 5:34). The Pharisees, often 
mentioned in the Gospels, were one of 
two powerful groups in the Judea of 
Gospel times. They were: strong nation- 
alists and practiced a severe and osten- 
tatious religion based on the Old 
Testament Law and the interpretations 
with which they had surrounded it. Paul 
speaks of himself as “circumcized the 
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eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Phari- 
see; concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless” (Phil. 
3:5, 6). We know.also that Paul was a 
native of Tarsus, which in his day was 
in the province of Cilicia, that he was 
also a Roman citizen either by descent 
or by individual right, and was, there- 
fore, as he describes himself, “free born” 
(Acts 22:28). We learn also that he had 
a nephew and therefore must have had 
a sister (chap. 23:16). 


sg 


You will, want to read carefully the 
account of Saul’s* conversion given in 
Acts 9:1-16 which is Luke’s account, and 
also the record given in Acts 22:3-16, 
and Acts 26:9-18 which are Paul’s own 
words spoken to the mob that sur- 
rounded him in Jerusalem and to King 
Agrippa after he had been arrested and 
imprisoned in Caesarea. These accounts 
tell how the Lord revealed to Paul that 
he was to be His “chosen vessel” to 
carry the Gospel to the Gentiles, and 
we learn that immediately after Paul 
received his sight, ‘after the blinding 
that had occurred on the Damascus 
road, he began preaching Christ in the 
Synagogue (Acts 9:20). 

The Book of Acts from chapter 13 to 
the end is a record of Paul’s three mis- 
sionary journeys, first with Barnabas, 
later with Silas and Timothy and Luke, 
and finally his journey to Rome and 
imprisonment in that city. Some Bible 
scholars have held that Paul was re- 
leased from a first imprisonment in 
Rome for further preaching and travel 
that took him as far as Spain, after 
which he was imprisoned in ‘Rome the 
second time. However, this is based 
largely upon tradition and cannot be 
proved conclusively from the Scrip- 
tures. 


se 


Since our topic speaks of “Paul— 
Letter Writer,” you will want to give 
the order in which his fourteen Letters 
were written and to tell something of 
the purpose Paul had in mind in writing 
each of them. If: your group is large 
enough, you may wish to assign a differ- 
ent Epistle to each of fourteen of your 
members and let them tell in their own 
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words, or read from the Epistles, the 
reasons Paul gives for writing. The 
order suggested as follows may be help- 
ful. The dates, however, are approxi- 
mate only, since Bible, students disagree 
on many of them: 

1 Thessalonians, A.D. 52 

2 Thessalonians, A.D. 52 

Galatians, A.D. 55 

1 Corinthians, A.D. 56 or 57 

2 Corinthians, A.D. 57 

Romans, A.D. 57-58 

Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, A.D. 

61 or 62 

Philippians, A.D. 62 or 63 

1 Timothy A.D. 64 or 65 

Titus, A.D. 65 or 66 

Hebrews, A.D. 66 or 67 

2 Timothy, A.D. 67 fi 

Some hold that Hebrews was not 
written by Paul. However, many be- 
lieve that it was. Certainly its point of 
view is Pauline and its language is Paul- 
ine and 2 Peter 3:15 would seem con- 
clusive that Paul was the writer. 
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It should be emphasized in considering 
these letters of Paul that they were not 
just the ordinary letters of a pastor to 
churches where he had ministered, but 
that they were part of the “all scripture” 
that was given by inspiration of God 
(2 Tim. 3:16), and that the very words 
that Paul used in writing these letters 
were guided by the Holy Spirit and were 
guarded from error. It is certain that 
some of them at least, if not all, were 
intended by Paul to be exchanged 
among the churches (Col. 4:16), and 
they all are profitable to us today “for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness” that be- 
lievers may be perfected and furnished 
unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 
Christian School To Open 
in Mexico 


N AN effort to meet the long-stand- 

ing need. of hundreds of missionary 
families in Mexico, Christian business- 
men and missionaries from many evan- 
gelical groups in Mexico City announce 
their intention to open a boarding and 
day school for their children late this 
year. Mexico is one of,the few remain- 
ing countries where no such school 
undergirds evangelical missionary ef- 
forts. 

Schools in central and southern Mex- 
ico under the control of the Depart- 
ment of Education are obliged to run 
from February to November, a school 
term that poses difficulties for mission- 
aries who must travel to the U.S. dur- 
ing the summer. Children often lose as 
much as an entire year in shifting from 
one school system to the other. School 
instruction, given almost exclusively in 
Spanish, does not meet the needs of 
children who speak only an Indian 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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language other than English. And for 
those who speak Spanish, the system 
offers little to prepare missionary chil- 
dren for higher education in English- 
speaking countries. 

Following a completely American 
school plan, with an adequate Spanish 
emphasis, the new institution will open 
late (Dec. 28) to accommodate pupils 
transferring from the Mexican schools. 
Subsequent terms will coincide more 
exactly with the American school year. 

While initial enrollment will be 
limited to about forty students, mem- 
bers of the seven-man school board 


' anticipate rapid growth, and will un- 


dertake to raise $10,000 for the imme- 
diate needs of the project. Gifts will 
be forwarded to the school through 
the Mexico Christian School Fund, 
Inc. Box 549, Bryant Bldg. Lake- 
land, Florida. Corresponding Secretary 
Thomas Fountain will handle inquiries 
about the school as well as applications 
for teaching and house-parent positions 
which are yet open. His address is 
Apartado 1475, Mexico City, Mexico. 


Worth Repeating 


, on following epoch-making news 
appeared in the New York Times, 
August 17, 1858—just over one hundred 
years ago: 


The Ocean Telegraph. 





Victory at Last! 





The First Message. 


England Greets America. 





Queen Victoria 
to 


President Buchanan. 





The President’s Reply. 





Triumphant Completion 
of the 
Great Work of the Century. 





The Old World and the New United. 





Gloria in Excelsis. 





The Message of Queen Victoria 
to President Buchanan. 


To the Honorable the President of the 

United States: 

Her Majesty desires to congratulate 
the President upon the successful com- 
pletion of this great international work, 
in which the Queen has taken the 
deepest interest. 

(Note.—The above Message was re- 
ceived by the President, with some 
doubts as to its authenticity; but the 
matter was. relieved of all doubt by 
the following message from the Super- 
intendent of the Newfoundland Line: ] 


Trinity Bay, Monday, Aug. 16—7 P.M. 


The Message to the President, pur- | 
porting to be from the Queen, actually 
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came over the Atlantic Cable from Va- 
lentia, Ireland, and is unquestionably 
authentic. The President’s reply will 
be sent as soon as received. 


A. MACKAY, Superintendent. 





The President’s Reply. 


Washington City, Aug. 16, 1858. 
To Her Majesty Victoria, Queen of 

Great Britain: 

The President cordially reciprocates 
the congratulations of Her Majesty, the 
Queen, on the success of the great in- 
ternational enterprise accomplished by 


‘the science, skill, and indomitable en- 


ergy of the two countries. It is a tri- 
umph more glorious, because far more 
useful to mankind, than was ever won 
by conqueror on the field of battle. 


May the Atlantic Telegraph under 
the blessing of Heaven prove to be a 
bond of perpetual peace and friend- 
ship between the kindred nations, and 
an instrument destined by Divine Prov- 
idence to diffuse religion, civilization, 
liberty and law throughout the world. 
In this view will not all nations of 
Christendom spontaneously unite in the 
declaration that it shall be forever 
neutrai, and that its communications 
shall be held sacred-in passing to their 
places of destination, even in the midst 
of hostilities? (Signed) ; 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 





Message from the British to the 
American Directors. 


To the Directors of the Atlantic Tele- 
graph Company, New York: 


Europe and America are united by 
telegraph. Glory to God in the highest; 
on earth peace and good will towards 
men. 

(Signed) 

Directors ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH CoM- 

PANY. GREAT BRITAIN. . 
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Times Back Copies Wanted 


REQUENTLY the Tres has in- 
formed its readers of needs for 
back copies of the paper, especially on 
foreign mission fields where the Inter- 
national .Sunday School Lessons are 
used one year later than in America. A 
good friend of the Tres has offered to 
send to readers, who may have back 
copies for distribution, the name and ad- 
dress of a missionary swho has néed of 
such issues. If you have back issues of 
the Trmes that you would like to put to 
use in this way, please address: 
Mr. W. Archie Caine, 
Goodrich Road, R.F.D. 1, 
Elmwood 10, Conn. 


Since these issues are desired largely 
for the Sunday school lesson material 
in them, it is presumed that consecutive 
issues rather than scattered epies 
would be most serviceable. 


Please do not write the Tomes for 
these addresses, and do not send your 
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237 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
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You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 

uests received in ev mai m 
Africa. Will you pray? Fie help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many | 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














“THE SONG BOOK 
OF THE NATION” 

















contains them ALL 
“JESUS LOVER OF MY SOUL” 
written by an Englishman 
“JESUS SAVIOUR, PILOT ME” 
by an American 
“WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS” 
by a Canadian 
“THERE IS A GREEN HILL FAR AWAY” 
by an Irishman 
“JESUS, THE VERY THOUGHT OF THEE” 
by a Frenchman 
“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD” by a Jew 
“SILENT NIGHT” by an Austrian 
“GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH” 
by a Weilchman 
“A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD” 
by a German 
“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING” 
(Keswick Doxology 
by an Italian 
“ART THOU WEARY, ART 
THOU LANGUID” 
by a Greek 
“COME, YE FAITHFUL, 
RAISE THE STRAIN” 
by an Arabian 


Mail Coupon for FREE Copy 
See and test this great col- 
lection of Worship Hymns 
and Gospel Songs before 
buying any new boo! 
Amazing low price. 
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YES, we need new hymn- 
books and want to see FREE 
sample of Tabernacle Hymns 
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back copies either to the Tues or to 
Mr, Caine, but write Mr. Caine and he 
will then giye you the proper address 
to which the back copies should be 
mailed. No doubt a stamped and self- 
addressed envelope would be appre- 
ciated by Mr. Caine. 


New Books for Young Readers 
(Continued from page 795) 


State of North Dakota is in the very 
center of the continent of Worth 
America. The town of Rugby, N. Dak., 
has a monument on the spot that is ap- 
proximately 1,500 miles from the At- 
lantic, the Pacific, the Gulf of Mexico, 
and the Arctic islands to the north. 
Lewis and Clark, the first American ex- 
plorers in this region, raised the flag of 
the United States for the first time on 
North Dakota soil—the soil that today 
claims farming as its No. 1 activity and 
produces one-half of the flax grown in 
the U.S. The early history of North 
Dakota is fascinating. 

Rhode Island, the smallest state in 
the Union, is the oldest independent 
state, has the longest name—“The State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations”—and, in proportion to its pop- 
ulation, has more people engaged in 
industry than any other state. Hard 
work and an independent spirit has 
placed Rhode Island in the forefront of 
the nation in respect to a number of 

. important industries. It is well known 
for its beauty; and attracts many vis- 
itors to its lovely coasts. 

Wyoming, in the Indian tongue, means 
“alternating plains and mountains”—a 
good description of the land itself. 
Mountains cover one-fourth of the state 
and the Grand Tetons, covering 150 
square miles in western Wyoming, are 
- often called the Alps of America. Yel- 
lowstone Park in the northwest corner 
of Wyoming covers over two million 
acres and draws thousands of visitors 
—and industrial prosperity—during the 
three summer months. Many of the 
colorful customs of the Old West still 
exist in this wonderful state. 

The States Books now number thirty- 
nine. They are of uniform size, 7% by 
65% inches. Each gives its state seal, 
flower, map, and bird, as well as its 
early history, natural resources, indus- 
tries, and accomplishments. Fortunate, 
indeed, is the child or young person 
who has a complete set of these excel- 
lent little books. 


Over the Border. By Glynn Mills. 
(Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, Lon- 
don, S.W. 4; 6/ net.) Michael Pem- 
broke’s father, a busy college professor 
in England, decided to spend his sum- 
mer vacation in a six weeks, holiday 
in the Scottish Highlands. Of course 
his motherless fourteen-year-old boy, 
Michael, would go with him, and could 
have one of his boy friends, Sandy, for 
a companion. The two boys had some 
adventures from the first day. In a 


wild and lonely spot they encountered 
a gang of young toughs, and they also 
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very double of Sandy, so similar that 
the boys could scarcely tell the two 
apart, Strange, too, they both had the 
same last name, M’Culloch. Mike and 
Sandy climbed the cliffs. and explored 
the caves where the old Scotch Cove- 
nanters and martyrs once hid and suf- 
fered. They found that Jamie was a 
true Christian and lover of the Bible; 
then they met his mother. A mystery 
runs through the story, but in the end 
a beautiful new family and home life 
began for several lonely people. 


Let’s Play Church. By Arlene S. 


Hall. (The Warner Press, Anderson, 
Ind., 75 cents, cardboard.) Ricky and 
Carol pretend to be “Daddy” and 


“Mommy.” In fact Ricky pretends also 
to be pastor of the church. He studies, 
and works on his sermon, and he an- 
swers the phone and promises to visit 
a sick man. He talks with the ushers, 
the choir leader, and others. He meets 
with some other (imaginary) “men” 
who are planning for the new church 
building, and carries on other pastoral 
duties. Carol, too, is busy, taking care 
of the children (dolls), and getting the 
house all tidied up ready for the mis- 
sionary ladies who are coming in the 
afternoon. The clever little story shows 
how even young children can under- 
‘stand something of the working of a 
church. The book is beautifully printed 
and has colored illustrations on every 
page. 


WHICH Child Is Helping? SEE the 
Colors? I Wonder HOW? Do You 
Know WHEN? By Ruth McNaughton 
Hinds and Faith McNaughton Lowell. 
(Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIl., 60 cents 
each.) “Tiny Question Books” is the 
designation by which these four Chris- 
tian education books for 2- and 3- 
year-olds‘ are known. Their purpose 
is to give the child a “solid, basic con- 
ception of God’s love, His creation, and 
of conduct that pleases Him.” This is 
done very effectively by means of 
pretty colored pictures, each explained 
by several lines of short rhymes. The 
books measure 6 by 5% inches and are 
made up of 8 pages of cardboard held 
together by orange, ivory, yellow, and 
red spiral binding. They are very at- 
tractive and just the right size for a 
little tot to handle. 


A Voice From Heaven. By Ralph W. 
Neighbour. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. $2.50.) The 
heart of Dr. Gloria Vandergrift was 
greatly burdened over a missionary call 
to Haiti; and her mother, though far 
from well, urged a quick response. 
Twelve-year-old Wendy was old enough 
to help care for Mother and then, too, 
there was Philip, Gloria’s pastor and 
lover. So the young doctor went and 
ministered, learning to love Haiti and 
its people. Then Mother grew worse, 
and Lorraine, another sister and TV 
singer, insisted that Gloria come home. 
3ut before she could leave, revolution, 


‘struck the island. At the same time 


Tod Atkinson, Lorraine’s wealthy man- 
ager, arrived in Port-au-Prince for a 
vacation, and Gloria was able to save 


Great Smokies, and, while Gloria es. 
caped, Tod was fatally injured. Gloria 
reached home in time for her mother’s 
funeral and for problems manifold. But, 
through it all, God worked to save Tod 
and the worldly sister, and then to bring 
Philip and Gloria together on their 
loved mission field. 


Head-Hunters’ Moon. By Will Maggs, 
(Kingfisher Books, 5 Wigmore St., Lon- 
don, W.1, Eng., 5/.) Moonlight bathed 
the village of the paramount chief of a 
district in Africa, while a fire blazed 
in the center of a cluster of rough, 
thatched huts. Imprisoned in one of 
the huts lay Missionary Robert Stan- 
way and his nephew Jeremy, awaiting 


the arrival of Crawloo, the dread high. 


priest of the Khantas, who was to sac- 
rifice them to the spirits during the 
full moon. The dramatic intervention 
of George Thah, son of a Mrall chief, 
whose life Robert Stanway had once 
saved, provides a thrilling climax to 
this excitement-packed missionary ad- 
venture story. The teen-aged reader 
will find that he has not only been 
entertained but spiritua]ly enriched by 
this account of a missionary’s unwaver- 
ing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Where Animals Live. By Terry 
Shannon and Charles Payzant. (Albert 
Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; $2.75, cloth.) 
A general statement of vital interest re- 
garding the dwelling places of the many 
creatures that make up the animal king- 
dom introduces this story, which is 
divided into four sections: Animals and 
other creatures that live “Off the 
Ground,” “On the Ground,” “Under the 
Ground,” and “In the Water.” Beauti- 
fully and generously illustrated in color 
and black and white with pictures of 
many kinds of interesting wild life, the 
book is an excellent reference work as 
well as a fascinating volume for rec- 
reational reading. It is affectionately 
dedicated by the authors to Albert 
Whitman who “has devoted his life to 
bringing pleasure through books to 
many generations of junior readers.” 


Golden Boy and. the Counterfeiters. 
By Bernard Palmer., (Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, IIL, $1.25.) Skip Bradley had 
often talked to his pal, Joey Morris, 
about his need of Christ as his Saviour. 
But it was not until the two boys found 
themselves in deadly danger that Joe 
surrendered to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Skip and Joe, hot on~the trail of some 
counterfeiters who had cheated Skip’s 
father, were suddenly discovered by 
the men. Quick-thinking Skip on his 
magnificent horse, Golden Boy, charged 
the counterfeiters and knocked them 
to the ground. The boys’ subsequent 
encounters with the counterfeiters 
makes an exciting tale that will satisfy 
any boy’s thirst for adventure. 


The Long Search. By Sallie Lee Bell. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) A young man’s life 
was deeply embittered by an awful 
hatred for the man whose wrongdoing 
in financial matters had been instru- 


met red-headed “Jamie,” who was the him from rioters. The two flew hoeadl 
together but their plane crashed in the 
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mental in causing much suffering and 
death to his adored father and mother. 
James Thornton lived for just one pur- 
pose—to seek and find and murder that 
man. On his way to New Orleans to 


. accomplish his purpose, he is able to 


help Faith Ransom, a young girl pa- 
thetically alone in the world. This 
alleviates his loneliness, but does not 
remove his terrible purpose to find and 
kill that man. Later, as he sits beside 
Faith’s hospital bed, he is puzzled, in- 
terested, and attracted to a girl who is 
reading from a Bible and lovingly ex- 
plaining the way of salvation to another 
patient nearby. After Faith has found 
peace and joy in knowing Christ as her 
Saviour, and the Lord takes her Home, 
James Thornton, brokenhearted and 
still bitter, is led to the Lord by Linda 
Martinez, the girl who helped Faith to 
find Christ and comfort. The story 
ends in an amazing denouement. 


Shadow on the Lost Rock. By Vir- 
ginia Matson. (Scripture Press, Whea- 
ton, Ill, $1.50, paper.) In Sunday 
school Ken Carter had heard of the 
Hittites, Tubal-cain, and King Solomon, 
but they had been little more than 
names. Now, however, he was to travel 
with Uncle Jack- Carter, archaeologist, 
and win a closer acquaintance with 
these Bible people. But the project 
seems “jinxed” from the start for, even 
on shipboard, some of Uncle Jack’s pa- 
pers are stolen. In Algiers, Uncle Jack 
himself disappears and Ken is attacked, 
bound, and thrown into a dark room. 
Able finally to reach Cairo, the two 
meet Dr. Farouhin, who demands the 
missing papers, and all set out to enlist 
the aid of Dr. Lamartin and Sir Henry 
—" two of the world’s greatest 

ittite scholars. But the Cairo visit 
ends with three of the party gagged 
and tied.: Then the government for- 
bids the explorers to leave the coun- 
try. Down from the sky drops Pilot 
Dick Cameron, just in time to fly them 


all to Syria and the old Hittite moun-. 


tains. Here someone holes up three of 
them in a cave where they would have 
perished had not Ken been able to 
worm his slim frame up a chimney. 
Mystery piles on mystery until the 
taveled threads are tied together, along 
with Ken’s own discoveries and a new 
sense of the Bible’s accuracy. 


Line Tree. By Lenore De Pree. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) Obsessed with the idea 
that his daughter Kerie should know 
nothing of the evils of the world out- 
Side, Preacher Smithfield refused even 
to send her to school. He ignored the 
evil in himself, but Kerie could not. 
When she discovered her father’s sin, 
She left home and went to live with 
Some of her mother’s friends. Free, but 
disillusioned, here she found an old 
friend, Steve, who helped her in many 
Ways to new hopes. All of Kerie’s 
Senses are acute, and are conveyed with 
Sympathy one feels may be born of the 
author’s experience. The problem of 
evil in the life of a Christian is skill- 
fully handled, as its effects in the lives 
of the characters is demonstrated. 
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Jimmy Clark and His Rocket Train. 
By E. Weir Watson. (Wm B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.50.) Two special interests fill Jimmy 
Clark’s horizon, baseball and the rocket 
train he was inventing. As for the 
former, the boy practiced himself into 
startling new pitching forms that won 
from an observer for the Detroit 
Beavers a future Big League offer. At 
the same time Jimmy’s train model in 
Fletcher’s store window was having 
adventures. News reporters and science- 
minded individuals came from every- 
where to see it and one of the last 
named had a heart attack and died 
even as he looked. Then the model it- 
self was stolen. But Jimmy didn’t 
mind too:much for it had already won 
him an M.LT. scholarship, along with 
the promise of a future with the Em- 
pire Central R.R. Tied in with all 
these exciting events was a faith in 
God that helped the boy keep his proper 
head size and an active interest in the 
rights of foreign students in his high 
school. At length Jimmy travels to St. 
Louis, meets his sponsors and visits the 
rocket train of tomorrow—in fact, he 
rides for one ecstatic mile through a 
finished tube, though the train at the 
time is powered only by electricity. 


The Man, the Boy, and the Donkey. 
Retold by Katherine Evans. (Albert 
Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; $2.25.) If 
the donkey had to be sold, then Papa 
Bon and small Peter must go to the fair 
and sell him. But, on the way, some 
girls laughed because the two walked 
when they might have ridden. So Peter 
mounted the donkey and rode while 
Papa walked. Then two old men were 
heard scolding about a lazy boy who 
rode while his father had to walk. At 
once Peter got off and Papa got on. 
Whereupon some women fussed at the 
poor child having to walk while his 
father rode in comfort. This made 
Peter climb on behind Papa. Then 
when they heard men remarking about 
an overloaded donkey, both got off and 
with some difficulty hoisted the small 
animal on their backs. But at the fair 
no one would buy a donkey that had 
to be carried. So back home they went 
without any money at all. The book’s 
lesson is obvious and the pictures are 
delightfully funny. 


The Monkey and the Mirror, and The 
Monkey in the Lion’s Skin. By Dr. 
Paul White. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, 
Tll., $1 each, paper.) Vumbe is a mon- 
key who sticks his inquisitive nose into 
a can of red paint. Twiga, the giraffe, 
advises him to run-to the hospital and 
look in the mirror there. Vumbe 
snitches the mirror but learning that he 
can flash small suns into the eyes of 
various animals, he forgets to look at 
himself. Not until Uncle Nyani gives 
him a spanking does he remember, then 
his face becomes red in more ways than 
one. 

Tutu, another: monkey, thinks him- 
self very wise. Having stolen a lion’s 
skin, he thorn-pins it around his.smali 
body and goes forth to scare all the 
jungle animals. “I look like a lion—I 
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am a lion!” he boasts. Mbisi, the hyena, 
sees him and flees. Budi, the bat, takes 
himself off in a hurry. Nhembo, the 
elephant, stomps away in surprise. But 
Chewi, the leopard—that is. another 
story. 

Thus in large, heavily lined, hold-up 
pictures, the kiddies learn two lessons: 
that the Bible is a mirror of the heart, 
and that different clothes on the out- 
side cannot change what is within. 


Programs and Parties for Hi-Teens. 
Compiled by Tom Bennett. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
75 cents, paper.) How is one to plan a 
helpful get-together for unpredictable 
teen-age boys? Perhaps the answer 
lies.in the “Indian Party” here given a 
play-by-play description. Where may 
be found a programmed social that is 
different and attractive to bored teen- 
age girls? Miss Baird’s “Lively Party” 
will serve since it keeps everyone on 
the jump from start to finish. How best 
can both boys and girls be taught the 
meaning of Thanksgiving along with 
their fun? Mrs. Edwards’ delightful 
games and devotional follow-ups will 
solve the problem. Five of these par- 
ties make up Part One of this small 
volume, the second half of which con- 
sists of five church programs for this, 
the most difficult age to reach and hold. 
One of these last presents for Good 
Friday an imaginative soliloquy by 
Caiaphas, the high priest. 


ve 


Scripture Union Office 
in the U.S.A. 


HE Scripture Union, one of the 

largest and best-known daily Bible 
reading plans, and the only such system 
that offers graded Bible reading and 
graded expositional and devotional 
comments on the reading for every age 
group, has been incorporated in the 
United States with its headquarters lo- 
cated at 2136 Darby Road, Havertown, 
Pa. All subscriptions and additional 
supplies may now be ordered directly 
from this office. 

The chairman of the U. S. Committee 
is Mr. C. Stacey Woods, general secre- 
tary of both the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship and the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students. 

The Rev. Gerald Gregson, an evan- 
gelical Anglican minister, who served. 
as Chief of Chaplains of the Royal Air 
Force in Canada during World War II, 
will be on the American staff. Mr: 
Gregson is a well-known evangelist and 
Bible conference speaker, and will be 
available for Bible conference . work 
and special speaking engagements be- 
ginning the fall of 1959. 

The Scripture Union began in Eng- 
land in 1879, and its daily Bible read- 
ing plan is now translated into more 
than a hundred languages. 

For further information concerning 
the Scripture Union, and for speaking 
engagements for Mr. Gregson, write to: 
The Scripture Union, 2136 Darby Road, 
Havertown, Pa. 
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GIFT BOOKS! 


The Millennial Kingdom 
By John F. Walvoord, Th.D. 


A new and timely 
book on a vital subject 
written at a time when 
world prospects are dark 
and fore g. 

e author, a great 
student of Bible 2 
ecy, writes with clarity, 
giving/ in a gracious 
manner were view- 

pints, and presents 

iblical truth and light 
= many related sub- 
jects, including Cove- 
nants, the Church, the Tribulation, the Mil- 
lennium, and the Eternal Future. Nearly 400 


pages. $4.95 
Starlit Paths 
for Pilgrim Feet 
\ By Merrill F. Unger, Ph.D. 





A devotional study of 
stars in Scripture, giv- 
ing deep, sweet spiritual 
truths and great lessons 
from Scripture. 

A rewarding volume 
refreshingly different, a 
well in an oasis, encour 
aging the wayworn pil- 
grim on the path to eter- 
nal glory. $2.00 





Things to Come 
By J. Dwight Pentecost, Th.D. 


This is perhaps the 
most outstanding book 
written and published in 
the field of Bible Proph- 
ecy in this generation. It 
is a standard work on the 
subject, covering a tre- 
mendous scope of things 
- to come. A book that 

every pastor, teacher, and 

‘Christian should own 
and study for its reward- 
ing riches. Thousands al- 
ready in use. Nearly 700 
large pages. $7.95 





Bible Questions Answered 
By William L. Pettingill, D.D. 


Here is Dr. Pettin- 
aa S greatest ek, a 

arge book of 559 
pages, covering hun- 
dreds of vital subjects, 
Truly it is well titled, 
“Bible Questions An- 
swered.” Many, many 
thousands in use. No 
Christian should be 
without it. Doubly in- 
dexed. Extra fine gift 
item! $4.00 
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we 26 to November 1 


.Mon.—Acts 4:32-37. 


Generosity and Fellowship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Barnabas . . 
having land, sold it, and brought the 
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” 
It must have been a heavy bag, and he 
was probably glad to lay it down on the 
floor at the apostles’ feet. God noticed 
the generosity and spirit of His servant. 
Giving can be either carnal or Spiritual. 
If it is pressured or preferential, it will 
not be providential. Does your giving 
support the service the Lord Jesus 
wants promoted? The examples of giv- 
ing in the Gospels all indicate the 
providential. Holy living insures holy 
giving. Pray for the Buffalo Bible In- 
stitute, Buffalo. 


Tues.—Acts 5:1-11. 
Integrity and Fellowship. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Ananias, with 
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 
and kept back part of the price, his 
wife also being privy to it, and brought 
a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.” Honesty and uprightness are qual- 
ities God demands of those who serve 
Him materially and spiritually. Decide 
the use of your God-given .money as 
in the sight of God. The Lord still ob- 
serves how people make their gifts. 
He has a lot of difficulty in getting 
real sacrificial obedience from His peo- 
ple. Few dare say to the Lord, “Take 
my will and make it Thine, it shall be 
no longer mine.” Holy giving comes 
with holy living. Pray for the Prairie 
Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alta., Can. 


Wed.—<Acts 5:12-16. 
Sympathy and Fellowship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There came also 
a multitude out of the cities round 
about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick 
folks, and them which were vexed with 
unclean spirits: and they were healed 
every one.” The union of believing 
hearts exerts a mighty influence over 
multitudes. We need to see the mighty 
power of the original holy church. The 
secrets of winning people who seek the 
Lord through our churches is there in- 
dicated. Let it be carefully studied. 
Our lack of power over people is due 
to lack of full obedience to Christ (see 
4:19, 20). Great deeds occur when a 
church heeds God’s perfect will. Moody 
heard Henry Varley say, “The world 
has yet to see what God will do through 
a man wholly yielded to Him.” And 
Moody declared, “By the grace of God 
I will be that man.” Pray for Mid- 
South Bible College, Memphis. 


aiel 








Unaided reason is not a sufficient guide 
for men. We need revelation, and that we 
have in the Holy Scriptures.—J. C. Ma- 
caulay. 


‘ 
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Thurs.—James 2:14-24. 
Deeds, Not Words, 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “What doth it 
profit, my brethren, though a man say 
he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him?” Faith must have at- 
tending works, or it is vain. Many say 
they belong to Christ who never seem 
to do what He says. Only those are 
His friends who do whatsoever He 
commands (John 15:14). “Observe 
all things” the Lord commands you. 
Test your obedience by the following 
rules. “If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments.” “Walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord.” 
“His commandments are not grievous.” 
“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth 
not his commandments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him” (John 14:15; 
Luke 1:6; 1 John 5:3; 2:4). 
of love to Christ by lip is common; 
pression in life is rare. Pray for Brier- 
crest Bible Institute, Caronport, Sask, 
Can. 


Fri.—Hebrews 10:19-25. 
Fellowship in Worship, 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is;. but exhorting 


one another: and so much the more, as. 


ye see the day approaching.” Fellow- 
ship in worship with other Christians 
is a prime necessity for a healthful, 
useful Christian life.. Many fall out 
with believers and grieve the Spirit 
by violating precepts of Christ. Fel- 
lowship is the great essential for social 
happiness and enrichment. Walk in the 
light and you will have fellowship with 
Christ and His people (1 John 1:6, 7). 
Pray for the Eastern Baptist College, 
St. Davids, Pa. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 
Fellowship in Giving. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Praying us with 
much entreaty that we would receive 
the gift, and take upon us the fellow- 
ship of the ministering to the saints.” 
Much good is done by private. giving: 
but more by concerted giving of God’s 
people. There is room for both indi- 
vidual and corporate giving to holy en- 
terprises. 
pooling of funds proves the best means 
of promoting it. Fellowship in giving is 
a blessed experience. It shows more 
selflessness than the personal placement 
of funds. Pray for London Bible In- 
stitute and Theological Seminary, Lon- 
don, Ont., Can. 


Sun.—1 John 4:12-21. Love Is of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us, and _ his 
love is perfected in us.” “We know 
that we love the children of God, when 


we love God, and keep his command- . 


ments” (1 John 5:2). Be sure that you 
love the brotherhood. Love the un- 
lovely. Paul loved the Christians at 
Corinth; but they loved him less for 
his great love; probably because they 
thought he had an ulterior motive in 
the expression of his affection for them. 
Live the life of love every day (1 Cor. 
13). Pray for Arizona Bible Institute, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Profession. 


When needs are greatest, the 








‘Nake. 





